
Our speaker for the September pre-
sentation titled “Surrey: A City of  

Stories”- author and storyteller K. Jane 
Watt will be suggesting that indeed we 
can do just that. She will use Surrey as an 
example that can be generalized to com-
munities everywhere. Ms Watt is a well-
known author and story-teller, the owner 
of  Fenton Street Publishing House, and 
Past President of  the B.C. Historical 
Foundation, and Managing Editor of  
British Columbia History magazine. As part 

of  the Canada 150 celebrations, she was 
asked to create a book about the history 
of  Surrey. The resulting book - Surrey: A 
City of  Stories - is a beautiful coffee-table 
style publication containing a wealth of  
Surrey stories, supported by literally hun-
dreds of  photographs, maps and original 
documents. 

Her presentation in September 
arises from her reflections on the process 
of  putting together this book. In order 
to create the book, she first conducted 
very extensive research to gather the sto-
ries. Not surprisingly, it immediately be-
came obvious that there is a vast diversity 

among the stories of  the various groups 
who make up the population of  Surrey. 
From an ethnological perspective, there 
are the First Nations peoples, followed 
by newcomer groups including French 
Canadians, English, Spanish, Chinese, 
Japanese, Filipino and many others. But 
even among each of  these groups, there 
is a wide range of  very different stories, 
depending upon when the tellers of  the 
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Another year begins for 
the Society – for me, the 

first one without Bob Mc-
Donald as a board member, 
providing guidance and in-
sight to us. Kellan Higgins, 
our long-time secretary who 
joined the board at the same 
time as Bob, way back in the 
mists of  time, has also depart-
ed, but will stay in touch by 
designing this newsletter and 
helping us with techie things like our online payment sys-
tem for memberships and events.

We look forward as we look back. The trick is to 
find speakers and topics that explain an element of  our 
history that is relevant to us today, although there is al-
ways room in our programming for an occasional pure 
nostalgia piece. For example, Aaron Chapman, the au-
thor of  tales of  gangs and grog and nightclubs, will speak 
early in 2020 on our entertainment history.

But most of  us know little about, for example, the 
City of  Surrey, the subject of  Jane Watts’ beautiful 2018 
book and our September talk. Another gap has been our 
knowledge of  the Filipino community – the October lec-
ture by Leonora Angeles. And ending the calendar year 
in November will be Meghan Longstaffe’s  presentation 
on women and poverty in Vancouver’s Downtown East-
side. The October and November talks came about be-
cause of  Bob McDonald’s UBC connections.

Every year, we receive enquiries from people wish-
ing to donate collections of  historic material. Sometimes, 
an old postcard or (in one case) a 1950’s-era NSF cheque 
from a long-vanished car lot on Broadway will find its 
way to our post-office box. In reality, we have enough 
trouble trying to keep our own records in order.

Our basic records go to the City of  Vancouver 
Archives, and in that regard we have received a large 
amount of  useful material from Patricia Brammall, 
widow of  our 1966–67 president Robin Brammall. It in-
cludes items such as the oral history pamphlet shown in 
the June newsletter, and a complete set of  BC Historical 
Society publications from the 1960s and 1970s. We thank 
her for keeping them in such an orderly way – so dif-
ferent from my own utter disorganization! – and getting 
them to us.

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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October 24, 2019 
Filipino immigrants on the Northwest Coast 

Speaker: Leonora C. Angeles, professor, UBC Social Justice Institute

Leonora C Angeles is cross-appointed faculty member at 
the University of  British Columbia School of  Community 
and Regional Planning and the Institute for Gender, Race, 
Sexuality and Social Justice. She volunteers for various Fili-
pino-Canadian organizations such as the Daloy Puso youth 
mentoring network and also sits on the Board of  the Eras-
ga Dance Company and the University of  the Philippines 
Alumni Association of  British Columbia.

November 28, 2019 
Women Fighting Poverty in the Downtown Eastside 
Speaker: Meghan Longstaffe, PhD Candidate, UBC History

This talk will connect contemporary anti-poverty and anti-vio-
lence movements in this community with histories of  women’s 
activism from the 1960s and 1970s.

upcoming Speakers
The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks. Admission for non-
members is by donation. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 
1100 Chestnut Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thurs-
day of every month except June, July, August and December.

new vhS Members
Ronald Gray

Joseph Goudie
Michael O’Hagan

Ruth Siemens
Debra Simmons

Barbara Kearney-Copa



The VHS has organized this bonus field trip as 
a special appreciation of  VHS members. The 
tour is free and is limited to VHS members only. 
Given the size of  the vault, only 20 people can 
be accommodated, so please make sure to regis-
ter. First come, first served.

In addition to the many items dis-
played in public exhibits at the MOV, 

the Museum has many fascinating and 
fragile objects that must be preserved in 
special storage. These are hidden trea-
sures that the general public rarely has 
an opportunity to view. For example, a 
woman’s wreath circa 1850’s construct-

ed of  delicate material with pressed 
flowers. Another item is a man’s top hat 
that, typical of  top hats of  the era, con-
tains arsenic.

The Museum of  Vancouver has 
graciously agreed to welcome a limited 
number of  VHS members into the vault. 
Once inside, our Museum guide will de-
scribe a selection of  treasures as well as 
some of  the special challenges associated 
with preserving and storing them.

Because space in the vault is lim-
ited, the attendees will be organized into 
two groups of  10. The first group will 
be invited into the vault for a 45-minute 

session, and then given a guided tour of  
the MOV’s Haida Now exhibit. The sec-
ond group will be given the guided tour 
of  the Haida Now exhibit first, and then 
invited into the vault.

stories took up residence in Surrey, their 
economic focus (e.g., fishing, logging, ag-
riculture), and whether they chose to re-
side in rural versus urban areas.

Faced with this diversity, Ms Watt 
made a choice. Rather than attempt to 
‘boil down’ the stories of  each group into 
a single common story, she decided to in-
clude a wide range of  stories of  individu-
als, so that the reader could get a better 
appreciation of  the richness of  the tap-
estry, among groups and within groups. 
The stories are inspiring, even though not 
all of  them have happy endings. There 
are stories about challenges - some that 
were faced and overcome and others that 
were not. There are stories about con-
flicts - some resolved and others not.

There are some recurring themes. 
A major issue for residents of  Surrey has 
been transportation. There are stories 
about the development and demise of  an 
extensive ferry boat system along the Fra-
ser River. These give way to stories about 
railways, bridges and roads - and the im-
plications of  each new development and 
change. And as the communities that 
make up what we now refer to as ‘The 
Lower Mainland’ become increasingly 
interconnected, this issue is likely to con-
tinue to be important in the future.

The development of  other kinds 

of  infrastructure is also featured. Schools 
and hospitals were painstakingly slow to 
proliferate. The implications were sig-
nificant.

It has often been said about Surrey 
that it has been a very fast growing com-
munity for a very long time.

While collecting these stories, Watt 
couldn’t help but notice that many resi-
dents feel that the pace of  change has 
accelerated to the point where things are 
simply moving too rapidly, causing con-
siderable discomfort and an inclination 
among some people to dig in their heels 
and cling to the way things were (or were 
believed to be) at some point in the past. 
Of  course this phenomenon is by no 
means unique to Surrey.

But this inclination to dig in one’s 
heels lead Watt to further reflection about 
the future of  Surrey. And this leads to an 
underlying implication of  the presenta-
tion she will give in September. 

In an interview earlier this summer, 
Watt made the observation that the sto-
ries a community tells itself  about its past 
can often go a long way to define what 
the community believes its identity to be. 
And often, the way a community defines 
itself  can serve either as a platform for 
building a future, but it can also create a 
box of  limitations that confines the range 
of  possibilities.

If  you agree that this is true, then you 
might also agree that what stories about our 
past we focus upon - and how we interpret 
those stories - can go a long way toward de-
fining who we think we are and what we 
consider to be our potential. And, if  we in-
terpret our stories in certain ways, it may 
be easier to widen the range of  choices we 
have available to us as we plunge headlong 
into the future. And since we cannot avoid 
plunging forward - the world will not stop 
and hold still, even if  we dig in our heels 
- we can, if  we wish, have the opportunity 
to make conscious choices about which 
potential future we would prefer to share. 
And, as most people would agree, having a 
choice is generally preferable than having a 
choice thrust upon us. 

Not that Watt is advocating one 
choice over another, or prescribing solu-
tions. She is merely suggesting that we 
consider our options - based on our sto-
ries - and then make conscious choices 
that are more satisfying and rewarding to 
all concerned.

Note: Since Watt will be sharing 
her insights and reflections arising out of  
the process of  creating the book, the pre-
sentation is not merely a ‘’show-and-tell 
of  the contents of  the book. That said, 
for those interested in acquiring a copy, 
the book will be on sale at the presenta-
tion, as is our custom.

continuEd FroM Front pagE

MOV Crown Jewels Tour
When: Thursday November 7th, 2:00 pm

Where: Meet at the front desk of  the Museum of  Vancouver at 1:55 pm
Register: fieldtripsvhs@gmail.com

discover Museum of vancouver vault treasurers with the vhS

Photos of some of the relics from the 
MOV Archives. photoS courteSy Mov



Bob McDonald, the eminent BC historian and our past-
president, died on June 19th at the age of  75. He was a fi x-

ture at VHS lectures for many years – greeting friends and chat-
ting near the door, delivering thoughtful and carefully crafted 
introductions of  speakers, and, of  course, running the whole 
show during his presidency from 2013–15.

Robert A.J. McDonald was a prairie boy who “[went] 
West young man,” in the Canadian way, not in Horace Gree-
ley’s sense of  America’s “Manifest Destiny.” The son and 
grandson of  grocers in Brandon, Manitoba, he obtained his BA 
and MA from the University of  Manitoba, where he was the 
inaugural winner of  the W.L. Morton Gold Medal. Arriving in 
Vancouver in the late ‘60s, he enrolled at UBC and obtained his 
PhD, then was appointed assistant professor of  history in 1978. 
Thereafter he taught at UBC, Simon Fraser and the universities 
of  Victoria and Western Ontario. He was an inspirer, a men-
tor, and a supervisor of  graduate students, his skill and passion 
rewarded with the Killam Teaching Prize from UBC in 2000.

He was an unusual combination for us of  “town and 
gown,” combining an insatiable curiosity for informal “popu-
lar” history with connections deep into academic historical 
studies. His awareness of  who was researching what made him 
invaluable as we tried to craft a balanced lecture program every 
year. “I can get Laura Ishiguro from UBC to talk about her 
project on Sam Greer,” he would say, and be off  in hot pursuit. 
But he was equally happy to hear about crime or nightclubs or 
a personal story from the Japanese-Canadian internment – as 
long as the speaker wrapped up the subject by telling the au-
dience why it was important. Context was everything to him. 

And you were a lucky speaker if  Bob gave the introduction – he 
researched in detail and wrote insightful entrées for the speaker 
and the topic.

Bob’s Making Vancouver: Class, Status, and Social Boundaries, 
1863-1913, published in 1996, continues to be a relevant guide 
to the city’s history and has a poignancy today in this era of  
social stratifi cation and inequality. His work on BC Studies, both 
as an author and editor, and his focused interest in the politics 
of  the Left Coast, seen in his contribution to Party of  Conscience: 
The CCF, the NDP, and Social Democracy in Canada (Between the 
Lines, 2018), refl ected his deep commitment to history. And, we 
all await the publication of  his fi nal book on the fi rst century of  
BC politics, eff ectively fi nished at the time of  his death.

His obituary in the Globe & Mail captured another side of  
his personality that made him an irreplaceable friend. “A joy-
ful man with a special talent for creating and sustaining friend-
ships, Bob loved to tease and to be teased with aff ection, and 
especially enjoyed the intimacy of  food and debate with fam-
ily and friends about politics, history, and whatever was in the 
news, with a twinkle in his eye all the while.”

RIP, Bob. We miss you.

Farewell to our dear Friend Bob

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

Bob at 2018’s VHS Volunteers social.  photo By KeLLAn hiGGinS 

Bob with Scott  Anderson at the VHS’s 2012 Annual Luncheon. 
Bob followed Scott  Anderson as president of the VHS.  photo By 
KeLLAn hiGGinS 

By Michael Kluckner


