
When UK-born David Ley moved 
to Vancouver in 1972 and joined 

UBC’s geography department, he found 
a city in the throes of  a housing crisis. 
Rental housing was in short supply, and 
renters were being evicted from rooming 
houses to make way for luxury condo de-
velopments. 

For a brief  moment, it seemed 
that government was responding to the 
problem. “There was a greater spirit of  
innovation in finding housing solutions 
[including the building of  co-op and sub-
sidized rental housing], and the active 
role of  all three levels of  government,” 
says Ley.  In subsequent decades, he 
would see that level of  involvement and 
innovation evaporate. 

Over the next 45 years, as the 
range and depth of  Vancouver’s hous-
ing crisis escalated to epic proportions, 
Ley become an indispensable voice. His 
2010 book Millionaire Migrants drew a 
direct link between foreign wealth and 
unaffordability in Vancouver. He says 
that the government—in an attempt 
to reboot a declining local economy—
began actively encouraging foreign 
investment, and turned a blind eye to 
community costs and “real estate ir-
regularities.”  The real estate and devel-
opment sector pushed the idea that the 
solution to escalating home prices lay in 
market-driven supply, and formed what 
Ley calls a “growth coalition” with gov-
ernment, to keep global capital flowing 
to the Lower Mainland. 

“There is never one cause of  a 
complex outcome, but a major failure is 
that government policy—globalisation, 
free trade, business immigration—flood-
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TOP: Affordable housing protest rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery on May 24, 2015. 
 PHOTO CREDIT: MARK KLOTZ/FLICKR
BOTTOM: Residents and sympathizers picketed on September 28, 1975, in the 2500 
block of East Pender to protest a land assembly housing development and to demand 
an anti-blockbusting bylaw. PHOTO CREDIT: PETER HULBERT/PROVINCE..

By Madeleine de Trenqualye



Thursday November 22
In the Metropolitan Shadow: Bowen Island

Jack Little, Professor Emeritus, history department, SFU

Part of  the traditional territory of  the Squamish people, Bowen 
is the Gulf  Island nearest Vancouver. In the early twentieth cen-
tury some of  Vancouver’s wealthiest families established sum-
mer retreats there, and for over half  a century each summer 
weekend hundreds of  families boarded steamships in Coal Har-
bour for day trips to the picnic grounds of  Snug Cove. In the 
1950s a car ferry introduced commuters to Bowen, making city 
ties tighter than ever, but in 1969 a developer’s plan to convert 
the Snug Cove area into a densely settled suburb opened a pro-
tracted debate that revealed conflicting visions of  the island’s 
future. The tension between preserving Bowen Island as a re-
treat from the city and giving in to metropolitan development 
pressures persists to the present day.

Just as the movie “Crazy Rich 
Asians” peaks in the ratings, 

retired UBC geography profes-
sor David Ley will be speaking 
to the VHS at our September 
lecture. His 2010 book Mil-
lionaire Migrants: Trans-Pacific 
Life Lines put scholarly under-
pinnings on the cocktail-party 
chatter that wealthy immi-
grants and flows of  global capi-
tal were remaking Vancouver.

The current crisis is so much in the news that it seems 
every conversation in the city eventually comes round to 
housing affordability. It probably needs a name like Ley’s 
Law. After all, there is Godwin’s Law: “As an online discus-
sion grows longer, the probability of  a comparison involving 
Hitler approaches certainty.” 

Prof. Ley’s research leads us through a series of  events 
over the last half-century, including immigration reform, in-
dustrial evolution leading to the decline of  the BC industrial 
economy, new perceptions of  planning opportunities in the 
city, declining tolerance for the attitude that “pollution is the 
smell of  money,” the economic recession of  the early 1980s, 
and a new interest in city living – partially enabled by the 
1966 Strata Titles Act and prompted by the frustrations of  
commuting from distant suburbs. A “perfect storm,” to use 
another popular modern term.

His lecture is one of  a number in the past few years 
that present history that is well within living memory. Last 
February, UBC sociologist Nathan Lauster talked of  The 
Death and Life of  the Single-Family House – a very contemporary 
issue, rather the flip side of  the investor-driven condomania 
that has remade central Vancouver since Expo.

Aaron Chapman’s “The Last Gang in Town” in Oc-
tober 2017 was a story set firmly in the early 1970s. Former 
city councillor Gordon Price spoke in January 2017 on the 
last half-century in civic politics. Lara Campbell from SFU 
spoke on the Vietnam era in April 2016, and Eryk Mar-
tin, also from SFU, spoke on radical left-wing politics in the 
1970s and 1980s that October. 

We are always on the lookout for speakers who can 
put the past into a contemporary context – who can send 
people home from a lecture saying to themselves, “that’s why 
I pay attention to history.”

Because, as in the famous truism of  George Santaya-
na: “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned 
to repeat it.” I would change it to say “… to repeat its mis-
takes.”

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday October 25, 2018
The Extraordinary Life of Julia Henshaw

Michael Kluckner, artist and author

A novelist, journalist, socialite, botanist, explorer, and World War I 
ambulance driver, Julia Henshaw was a unique and colourful per-
sonality. This lecture follows her extraordinary life from Montreal 
to Vancouver, from the Rocky Mountains to England, and from 
the mining towns of  BC’s Kootenays to the battlefields of  France 
and Belgium. Michael Kluckner began researching her life in the 
1980s and resumed in the 2010s when new digital sources of  infor-
mation made it possible to fill gaps in the historical record. 

Upcoming Speakers

mailto:presidentvhs%40gmail.com%20?subject=
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ed the market with capital, but for 25 
years did nothing of  substance to protect 
and provide affordable housing to offset 
the inflationary effects of  policy in the 
land market,” says Ley. 

In the past 12 months, Ley says 
that substantial efforts have been made to 
cool the market by taxing demand, espe-
cially speculative demand. But promises 
of  new social housing construction have 
been delayed to a future funding cycle. 

“One of  my contributions to the 
local discussion on housing affordability 
is to say, look, this isn’t just happening 
here. Let’s learn from the experiences 

of  other places, both in terms of  conse-
quences, but more especially in terms of  
policy responses.”

To that end, Ley has spent the 
last several years researching real estate 
bubbles in five “gateway cities”: Vancou-
ver, Hong Kong, Singapore, Sydney and 
London. In each city, overseas investment 
is a major factor in the housing market. 
But he says the policy responses and lev-
els of  government involvement have var-
ied considerably.

“What amazed me is that Vancou-
ver was the city and B.C. the province 
where the least was being done. Until 
2016 and the 15% foreign buyers’ tax 

there was even a denial that there was 
a problem,” says Ley. “In contrast, the 
wide-open free enterprise cities of  Sin-
gapore and Hong Kong have had much 
more persistent government intervention 
in the housing market to address afford-
ability and availability.”

Ley says it’s important to borrow 
solutions wherever we can, and also to 
seek inspiration from the successes of  
previous eras. What, if  anything can we 
learn from the more idealistic 1970s? It’s 
a question Ley will explore further in his 
September talk for the Vancouver His-
torical Society as he reflects on 45 years 
of  housing in Vancouver.
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John Atkin’s recent tour of  Marpole 
led us through the settlement former-

ly known as the Eburne townsite, one 
of  Vancouver’s oldest neighbourhoods. 
Starting at St. Augustine’s one of  Van-
couver’s oldest churches, we looked at the 
street layout, the Marpole midden, and 
a former Japanese Canadian community. 
We stood under the Arthur Laing bridge 
where the interurban from Steveston and 
Lulu Island once stopped, and wandered 
down to the Fraser River and Cesnam—
once the largest village site of  the Mus-
queam. – Jess Quan

VHS 2018 Summer Tours

Michael Kluckner took VHS members 
back to the late 1960s with his tour 

of  Hippie Kitsilano in mid-August (photo 
right). Among the stops along the way were 
Delamont Park and the oldest cluster of  
homes that were saved thanks to a group 
of  citizens protesting against the proposed 
demolition of  their homes. Other stops in-
cluded the Naam and artist Evelyn Roth’s 
former house on 2nd. On our third tour this 
summer, VHS members explored the histo-
ry of  Granville Street with Michael Gordon 
and Anthony Norfolk. – Eve Lazarus
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In 1923, Ogden Avenue on Kitsilano 
Point was a corduroy road. The park-

land in the background at Ogden and 
Maple Street, which had been popular 
as an informal camping area in the early 
1900s, was bought for the City by retired 
jeweller Harvey Hadden in 1928. 

I was given this photograph by 
Anne Terriss, who lived with her ar-
chitect husband Kenneth at 1970 Og-
den Avenue; it was taken from the front 
porch of  the house next door, and was 
part of  the collection of  Shirley Wheat-
croft. 

I was intrigued by the number 
of  families who arrived by car in 1923 
rather than by the streetcar that serviced 
the beach from a line a few blocks away 

near Cornwall Avenue. Also, I noted the 
number of  cars parked in the sun with 
torn-up brush covering their tires to stop 
the rubber from cracking in the heat.

The namesake “Ogden” was a Ca-
nadian Pacific Railway vice-president, 
harking back to the CPR’s huge land 
grant that went all the way to Trafalgar 
Street. This parkland actually appears 
on early maps as the “CPR Hotel Site,” 
part of  a proposed complex of  wharves,  
railyards and warehouses that would 
have covered Kits Point, the eastern end 
of  which was the Kitsilano Indian Re-
serve until the provincial government 
effectively stole it around the time this 
photo was taken.

Only the name “Kitsilano,” chosen 
by ethnologist Charles Hill-Tout in 1905 
for the CPR’s new subdivision to honour 
a chief  of  the Squamish First Nation, 

survives to reflect that part of  the area’s 
rich past.

Anne and Ken Terriss were long-
time members of  the Kitsilano commu-
nity and were part of  the generation of  
volunteers and patrons who created the 
theatre and arts scene in Vancouver in 
the 1950s and 1960s. Anne was one of  
the handful of  people in Kitsilano in the 
1960s and early 1970s with a good camera 
and an eye for photographing the passing 
parade, and freely gave her photographs 
for publication to the Around Kitsilano 
community newspaper and, later, to me.

Ken Terriss was a skilled architect 
happy to pursue his career as a solo practi-
tioner, mainly on residential commissions, 
including the design of  his own, modest, 
stylish house. It has been demolished re-
cently following the deaths of  both Anne 
and Ken during the past several years.

Kits Point and the Summer of ‘23 
By Michael Kluckner
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Summer in the city—picnickers at Ogden and Maple in 1923. PHOTO COURTESY SHIRLEY WHEATCROFT AND ANNE TERRISS.
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