
Before the 1950s, there is little or no record of  Fili-
pino migration to Canada, many are unnamed 

along with other immigrants in a category labeled “oth-
er countries not British”. Today, stories of  early and re-
cent Filipinos in BC and Vancouver are being shared 
in art, culture, theatre, festivities and community  
organizations.

Vancouver’s Filipino history is one of  waves of  immi-
gration, each wave with its own unique stories, backgrounds, 
experiences and unfolding history. The late VHS Board Pro-
gram Director and VHS past president was looking forward 
to hearing from our next presenter as it will be our first for-
mal lecture on Filipino History. 

We’ll be hearing from Dr. Leonora C. Angeles, cross-
appointed faculty member at the University of  British Co-
lumbia School of  Community and Regional Planning and 
the Institute for Gender, Race, Sexuality and Social Justice. 
When she’s not busy with research and academic work, she 
volunteers for various Filipino-Canadian organizations such 
as the Daloy Puso youth mentoring network and also sits on 
the Board of  the Erasga Dance Company and the University 
of  the Philippines Alumni Association of  British Columbia. 

Ms. Angeles will examine the post-war resettlement 
patterns of  Filipino immigrants on the Pacific northwest 
Coast of  Canada and the United States. These resettlement 
patterns have been shaped by the Philippines’ colonial ties to 
the United States, its dense transnational economic ties since 
the 1980s with Canada, and the differing immigration poli-
cies and integration practices in the Pacific North West. The 
talk examines the historical and contemporary issues facing 
the full integration of  the Filipino community into the multi-
cultural landscape of  Vancouver and demonstrates how and 
why Filipino immigrants are like “canaries in a coal mine” 
within the visible immigrant population of  Metro Vancouver 
and Canada. She’ll also be weaving in various stories and ex-
amples of  current Filipino arts and culture from her involve-
ment with local Metro Vancouver communities.

If  you’ve ever walked the small commercial strip on 
Fraser Street around 25th Ave, north of  the Mountain View 

Cemetery, you’ll come across a handful of  businesses that 
cater to Filipino cuisine, desserts and remittances. When 
I asked Ms. Angeles about Filipino Vancouver neighbour-
hoods, she did remark on historical ties to areas like Mount 
Pleasant, on Main Street, Fraserview, Kensington-Cedar 
and Joyce Collingwood neighbourhoods, as having the high-
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These are complex times 
to be a historian, even 

more to be a keeper of  public 
monuments and artwork. Our 
recent local news includes the 
removal of  the statue of  the 
country’s first prime minister 
from Victoria City Hall and, 
in July, the removal of  the 
Begbie statue from New West-
minster provincial courthouse 
square. Councillors Nadine 
Nakagawa and Chuck Puchmayr put forward the mo-
tion for removal, citing Begbie’s role in the hanging of  
five Tsilhqot’in Nation Chiefs near Quesnel in 1864, and 
a sixth chief  a year later in New Westminster. The motion 
said the statue is “a symbol of  the colonial era and this 
grave injustice.”

A month earlier, the Aboriginal Reconciliation Com-
mittee Art Cluster at SFU recommended the removal of  
Charles Comfort’s 19-metre long mural, British Columbia 
Pageant (1951), from its location in SFU’s Academic Quad-
rangle (AQ) where it had been installed since 2004. 

Are these all examples of  what has been dubbed the 
“cancel culture”? There was another example with even 
more ironies and nuances in June in San Francisco, where 
the Board of  Education voted to paint over white a vibrant-
ly-hued 1,600-foot cycle of  frescoes, The Life of  George 
Washington. It was completed in 1936 in a social-realist style 
by the Russian-born Victor Arnautoff (1896–1979), who was 
a Communist, in a local high school.

As Michele H. Bogart wrote in the New York Re-
view of  Books, “What can be said is that these disputes have 
raised important and pressing questions about race, repre-
sentation, pedagogy, power, knowledge, and the meaning of  
public art. Who decides what is legitimate civic art in 2020, 
especially when it’s intended for minors? Should personal 
feelings take priority over historical and educational group 
interests? How should we weigh competing claims based 
on different periods’ historical perspectives? When is it per-
missible or advisable to use censorship? The significance of  
traditional murals and monuments lies not merely in their 
status as static objects and images, nor merely as paragons of  
virtue or villainy, but also as articulations of  biography and 
urban social history.”

I am an “additive” person, not a “cancelling” one. In 
most cases, I would want to commission new artwork or in-
terpretation to stand alongside the older one. Perhaps this is 
the subject for a panel discussion at a future VHS gathering? 
Any volunteers?

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday, November 28, 2019
Women Fighting Poverty in the Downtown Eastside
Speaker Meghan Longstaffe, PhD Candidate. UBC History

Much remains to be understood about the historical contours 
and configurations of  women’s poverty in Vancouver’s Down-
town Eastside neighbourhood. Meghan Longstaffe will connect 
contemporary anti-poverty and anti-violence movements in this 
community with histories of  women’s activism from the 1960s 
and 1970s.

Thursday, January 23, 2020
Vancouver After Dark

Speaker Aaron Chapman, writer and musician.

upcoming Speakers
The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks. Admission for non-
members is by donation. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 
1100 Chestnut Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thurs-
day of every month except June, July, August and December.

new vhS Members

Field trip MoV  
crown Jewels tour  

thursday, november 7th, 2pm

If  you’d like to attend the upcoming VHS members field 
trip, please register at: fieldtripsvhs@gmail.com.  

Matt Mayers



est concentration of  Filipino settlement 
from 2006-2011. Recent data show the 
fastest growing neighbourhood is now 
in Surrey, especially the Guilford area. 
Philippine-owned real estate companies 
Port Living and Ayala Land are also de-
veloping housing in Metro Vancouver, 
appealing to a wide variety of  clients.

Earlier this year, VHS board di-
rectors were invited to celebrate in 
Filipino history as June 2019 marked 
Canada’s first Filipino History Month. 
With a national population nearing 1 
million, events took place around the 
country. Here in Vancouver, an ambi-
tious show was staged entitled Philip-
pines Historama: Birth of  a Nation at the 
Frederic Wood Theatre at UBC. It was 
sponsored by the Pacific Canada Heri-
tage Centre-Museum of  Migration and 
the UBC Kababayan Filipino Students 
Association. VHS Board Directors at-
tended the production which provided 
in-depth cultural and historical context.

Historama communicated the 
complex history and cultural connec-
tions for non-Filipino viewers beauti-
fully, and roused cultural pride from 
many in the audience. It was an en-
lightening experience. Join us in learn-
ing much more about Filipino history, 
locally and along the Pacific Northwest 
Coast of  Canada and USA, at our  
October lecture. 

continuEd FroM Front pagE

Filipino Plaza is a landscaped park lo-
cated in Vanness Avenue, west of  Sky-

Train’s Nanaimo Station. The open park, 
sometimes referred to as a linear park, is 
located underneath the SkyTrain Expo 
Line, and was one of  the dozens of  open 
parks built in 1986 as part of  BC Transit’s 
Parkway Program showcasing different 
cultural parks on the 26-kilometre path 
that parallels the SkyTrain. Many ethnic 
communities created legacies on the linear 
park under the Skytrain in 1986. 

Thank you to Bert Morelos for 
sharing his collection of  photos, designs 
and documents of  the history of  the 
Filipino Plaza. Visit the plaza in per-
son, or check out the facebook page.

—Jessica Quan

Have you visited Vancouver’s Filipino plaza?

Above� 1985-2019 Filipino Plaza Committee
be�low� Filipino Plaza Breaking Ground 1985
pHotoS FroM tHE collEction oF BErt MorEloS

Aling Ening business storefront on Fraser 
Street. Photo by Je�SSicA QuAn



On Friday, September 20th, I sat 
down in the lobby of  the Diamond 

Pavilion, VGH (site of  the former King 
Edward High School) and for the fi rst 
time, had a conversation with Mr. Bet 
Tuason about his history and experiences 
in Vancouver. His journey is fascinating 
and remarkable: I’ve seen his recent work 
with the 2010 Olympics, Organ Donor 
Program and Handy Dart, but I’d never 
had the chance to just sit, and talk history. 

Bet Tuason was born in the North-
ern area of  Luzon, the three main islands 
in the Philippines being Luzon, Visayas 
and Mindanao. He was supported by 
family in Hawaii, raised, schooled and 
trained in USA and Canada and resided 
in Vancouver in the late ‘60s. Mr. Tua-
son recalled with a big smile on his face, 
walking out on the tarmac from the air-
plane, and being greeted in the old South 
Terminal by a welcome party (by all 20 
or so local Filipinos who were living in 
Vancouver at the time). Straight away 
this welcome group had set him up with 
accommodations, a $18/month bachelor 
suite right across the street from where 
we were meeting, a rental apartment on 
Oak Street and 12th Avenue (still stand-
ing). Bet told me that in the Phillipines 
people working together as a community 
together is called bayanihan.

Bet recounts how in his fi rst week 
he got 3 jobs! Assistance from the consular 
and manpower contributed $125 to get 
him started, as well as food coupons where 
he recalls fi rst going to IGA and Wood-
wards to shop for groceries. He worked in 
maintenance at the fi rst MacDonald’s (in 
Richmond) at $0.75/hr during the night 
and then the day shift at a Pattison auto-
shop as a mechanic at $1.50/hr, at Broad-
way and Hemlock by today’s Toys R Us/
Bowmac. The third job was at Datsun on 
Fell Avenue, North Vancouver. It was easy 
to fi nd a job, as long as you were willing to 
work hard. And he did.

Bet remembers his early years in 
Vancouver in two eras: pre-Expo and 
post-Expo. In 1975, he had weekdays off  
and would go to False Creek to supple-
ment his food with the abundance of  
seafood right off  the shores: fi sh, salmon, 
crabs, clams, smelts. He says many oth-
ers were down there fi shing and harvest-
ing like him. He also has distinct memo-
ries of  shopping in Chinatown where 
a whole salmon cost $2 and would of  
course include the heads and all other 
parts that would be used for soup —
nothing wasted. The shop owner who 
he thinks was named Willy on an East 
Pender Street store was very welcoming 
and supportive of  newcomers like him-
self. If  someone couldn’t pay that day, 
Willy would let you have the food, and 
pay him back when you could.

This supportive tight-knit commu-
nity is what Mr. Tuason remembers most 
about the pre-Expo days. Before Expo 
the old culture was more present with 

fi estas and festivals, and an exchange of  
skills and assistance when needed. Post-
Expo, Bet feels the city was all business, 
there were more people, more Filipinos 
from various regions, less connection 
with the old culture and more assimila-
tion. Despite the changes he’s seen since 
1969, it’s the atmosphere of  sharing and 
the idea of  giving back that have been 
the most infl uencing factors.  Through 
the generosity and opportunities he re-
ceived, he’s done the same — his fam-
ily operated 7 gas stations and often it 
would be a way to assist skilled immi-
grants with Canadian work experience.  

As I walked Mr. Tuason to the 
handy dart that phoned to let him know 
they were on their way, he told me he 
was off  to the airport to speak to the 
YVR Volunteers. With a schedule much 
busier than my own, I was grateful to sit, 
talk, reminisce and get a small glimpse 
into his history, and Filipino culture: 
bayanihan. 

Bayanihan: community together, working together 
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by Jessica Quan

Expo ‘86. Walking from the 7th & Cambie Chevron across the Cambie Street Bridge. That was 
one of the last gas stati ons owned by Bet and his dad.  pHoto courtESy oF tHE tuaSon FaMily.


