
I can’t imagine many Vancouver 
households without a Michael Kluckner 
book on their shelf. He is well known for 
historical books like Vancouver the Way it Was 
(1984), Vanishing Vancouver (1990), and Van-
couver Remembered (2006)—weighty, hard-
backed books all beautifully illustrated with 
his watercolours. 

In 2015, Kluckner swapped his 
paint brush for a 2B pencil and published 
Toshiko, a graphic novel about the Japanese-

Canadian displacement during World War 
II. He followed that up in 2016 with 2050: 
A post-apocalyptic murder mystery, and this year 
Julia hit the bookstores—what he describes 
as a graphic biography based on the life of  
Julia Henshaw—a Vancouver-based novel-
ist, journalist, socialite, botanist, explorer, 
and World War I ambulance driver.

When Kluckner first starting look-
ing into Henshaw’s life in 1983, he had 
no idea that it would take 35 years to fin-
ish. But after trolling through the archives 
and newspaper morgues and interviewing 
a grandson and acquaintances of  her only 

daughter, he couldn’t find any personal dia-
ries or letters that would give the book its 
structure. 

Then the internet was invented and 
digital searching became possible through 
sites such as newspapers.com and the BC 
Historical Newspapers collection at UBC. 
Suddenly Henshaw’s columns and articles 
about her became much easier to find. 
Many of  those newspaper and magazine 
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Some thoughts the morn-
ing after Dr. David Ley’s 

memorable lecture on Sep-
tember 27 about the history 
of  Vancouver housing over the 
past 46 years ....

I had heard Dr. Ley 
speak at SFU a few years ago 
on the theme of  global capi-
tal’s migration into Vancou-
ver and other “gateway” cities 
and was quite familiar with his 
findings on its impact on local residential real estate. But 
his talk last night went further back into the early 1970s 
and his research as a young geographer into the begin-
nings of  gentrification in Vancouver.

You could tell that some of  it was deeply personal 
to him. An elderly woman named Edna living alone in a 
small three-room unit in an old Fairview rooming house, 
displaced for a new condo building that, he said, was 
bought up by managerial-class people. The woman want-
ed to stay in the neighbourhood because of  her church 
and found a single room with a shared bathroom – all she 
could afford in the tight rental market of  the time – a few 
blocks away.

As it happened, I was living in a rooming house 
nearby at 11th and Pine in a 100-square-foot room with 
a hotplate and shared bathroom and watching a condo 
building going up across the street. But I was 21 and enjoy-
ing the adventure – I had all the mobility and optimism of  
youth. I was more bemused than offended when the land-
lady, wearing her fur coat, came door to door on rent day 
while her husband sat outside in their purring Cadillac.

Dr. Ley described how the realtor/developers of  
the day worked the neighbourhood assembling property 
and how they “blockbusted” the recalcitrant owners with 
a short-term lease to a flock of  Hare Krishnas. There 
were chuckles throughout the audience, many no doubt 
remembering the chanting Krishnas on the sidewalk out-
side the Hudson’s Bay building downtown. A few months 
later, he said, the Krishnas had had the desired effect and 
were offered another house a few blocks away. Tools of  
capitalism indeed.

I came home after the lecture and flicked on the 
TV to continue watching a Netflix documentary on Bea-
tle George Harrison. He had just composed “My Sweet 
Lord” with its “Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare 
Rama” chorus. How unlikely was that coincidence?

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday November 22
In the Metropolitan Shadow: 

Bowen Island
Jack Little, Professor Emeritus, history 

department, SFU

Part of  the traditional territory of  
the Squamish people, Bowen is the 
Gulf  Island nearest Vancouver. In 
the early twentieth century some 
of  Vancouver’s wealthiest families 
established summer retreats there, 
and for over half  a century each 
summer weekend hundreds of  
families boarded steamships in Coal 
Harbour for day trips to the picnic 
grounds of  Snug Cove. 

articles that he discovered are reproduced 
in the book and add a layer of  richness be-
yond what you would find in a typical his-
tory.

Kluckner’s hope is that his book will 
draw out primary source material such as 
Julia’s diaries and letters which might still 
exist somewhere and could eventually form 
the basis of  a traditional biography. 

He notes that biographers often in-
sert their own opinions into their works 
using works like “probably.” Kluckner de-
cided to drop himself  into the narrative 
several times and hold conversations with 
Henshaw’s ghost. “I think anybody who 
has ever written a biography will find them-
selves talking to their dead subject and, with 
Julia’s personality being what it was, I found 
that she was talking back to me. So I illus-
trated it.” 

While there is much to admire about 
Henshaw, Kluckner had trouble with her 
fervent British imperialism and class-based 
views.

“It’s pretty painful to read her atti-
tude towards her need of  servants,” he says. 
“But what’s changed? We are becoming as 
class-based a society as we were 150 years 
ago, it just isn’t as race-based.”

When Kluckner came across a 1909 
column written by Henshaw with an anti-
Women’s Suffrage slant, he drew himself  
with head in hands and wrote: “I am so dis-
appointed in her.” Henshaw’s ghost snaps 
back with “Don’t judge me with your mod-
ern values!” 

“There are so many elements to her 
personality. She’s a working woman, she’s 
a writer, she’s a publicity hound, she’s a ce-
lebrity,” he says. “In some ways she’s a very 
modern woman but also a very conserva-
tive woman and what I found, the deeper 
I got into it, the more I was comparing her 
world with our current celebrity-obsessed, 
extremely unequal society.” 

If  there’s a history lesson to be taken 
away from Julia, it’s that history repeats it-
self.

“We are recreating the social cir-
cumstances that created Julia Henshaw,” 
he says. “What really intrigued me was 
how much a reader can compare our own 
society with hers.” 

But, as Henshaw’s ghost says: 
“Don’t be one of  those modern biogra-
phers who is only interested in the sound 
of  his own opinions. Writing history is 
about giving the past its voice, so get on 
with the story!”

The VHS invites everyone to attend our 
monthly talks. Admission for non-mem-
bers is by donation. Talks are held at the 
Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut 
Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Thursday of every month except 
June, July, August and December.

Thursday January 24, 2019
People of the Inlet: A look at 

Tsleil-Waututh History in Burrard 
Inlet

Carleen Thomas, Special Projects 
Manager, Treaty Lands & Resources 
Department, Tsleil-Waututh Nation

Located on the north shore of  
Burrard Inlet, the Tsleil-Waututh 
Nation (TWN) are Coast Salish 
people who speak a dialect of  the 
Halkomelem language. Carleen 
Thomas, a member of  the TWN, 
will tell the history of  her people 
through the experiences of  one 
family as revealed in photos, maps, 
and personal family stories.

Upcoming Speakers
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The Patterson home at Nob Hill, ca.1890. 
Left to right Fred Patterson, Emily and 
Willie Williams. CVA OUT P330 

Fifty years ago, in 1968, the Vancouver International Airport opened a state-of-the-art 
terminal designed by mid-century modern architect Zoltan Kiss. The terminal is still there, 
but just about everything else has changed—especially the cost of parking. PHOTO COURTESY 
VANCOUVER ARCHIVES AIR P111.2, OCTOBER 25, 1968



Chris Wright wants 
to start a cultural movement 
around history.  A former loca-
tion scout for the film industry 
and a treasure hunter with a 
metal detector, he is the owner 
of  The History Store on 16th 
Avenue and Main Street in 
Mount Pleasant.

The store celebrated its 
one-year anniversary at the end 
of  September with extended 
hours and a huge sale. History 
aficionados flocked there to 
browse through thousands of  
postcards and photos marked 
down to $1 or less, and magic 

lantern glass slides and stereo 
view cards for $2. 

Any other time of  the 
year though unless you have 
an appointment, it’s only open 
from noon to 4:00 pm. on Sat-
urdays. And, trust me that’s not 
long enough.

Wright specializes in pho-
tos, negatives, slides and post-
cards. But he also has movie size 
posters, maps, blueprints, let-
ters—even a section of  the Lions 
Gate Bridge after its late 1990s 
retrofit. 

There are boxes offering 
photos of  animals, costumes and 
cars. You can pick up a Christ-
mas postcard or a photo of  early 
New Westminster.

When I visited the Histo-
ry Store earlier this year, Wright 
told me that he had four hun-
dred pounds of  negatives to go 
through and had looked at more 
than 30,000 slides that week. He 
buys them in bulk and pays 10 
cents per slide. The good ones 
usually go for between $10 and 
$20. “Mostly they are not worth 
much, after processing the bad 
out,” he says. “But I enjoy the 
hunt.”

Negatives are the future 
of  the business. He has glass 
negatives dating back to 1900 
and his intention is to develop 
the negatives, blow them up and 
sell them with the photo—so 
you know you have a one-of-
a-kind photo hanging on your 
wall.

When I asked Neil Whal-
ley what he thought was the 
coolest thing in the store, he 
pointed to a poster for the 1922 
film The Radio King, considered 
a “lost film,” likely destroyed in 
the fire at Universal Studios.

The poster was found un-
der an oak floor during a home 
renovation in Kerrisdale ten 
years ago. It will find a home 
at North Vancouver’s Polygon 
Gallery.

Whalley tells me that his 
favourite History Store find is 
a series of  photos of  the Black 
Gospel Rescue with Rev. Melin-
da Thorne. According to James 
Johnstone’s blog—When an Old 
House Whispers—Thorne led 
the Mizpah African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church between 
1966 and 1971 at 823 Jackson 
Street in Strathcona.

The History Store is ad-
dictive. I found some great aerial 
photos of  Vancouver by George 
Allen taken in the 1980s.

Wright says that he re-
cently donated some George 
Nye photos to North Vancouver 
Museum and Archives. “I think 
we can do better for history by 
sharing it,” he says. “If  you share 
more than you take, it rains 
down on you.”

The History Store

By Eve Lazarus 

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

ABOVE A section of the Lions Gate Bridge after its 1990s retrofit.
LEFT This 1922 Radio King poster was discovered during a 
Kerrisdale home renovation.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF EVE LAZARUS
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