
Naming a street or a park or 
a civic facility might have 

been an easier task in the early 
days of  Vancouver. Some of  
the earliest streets in the Gran-
ville Townsite were named by 
Lauchlan A. Hamilton who, in 
1885 at the age of  33, came to 
spend a few years in Vancou-
ver as the Canadian Pacific 
Railway land commissioner. 
Hamilton surveyed and named 
the streets of  what became 
downtown Vancouver. Some 
of  the streets were named af-
ter CPR big wigs (like Abbott 
Street, named after the first 
superintendent of  the CPR’s 
Pacific Division)  or prominent 
officials (Carrall Street, named 
after the doctor/politician who 
went to Ottawa to discuss the 
terms of  British Columbia en-
tering Confederation).  Hamil-
ton even named a street after 
himself.  In the early days of  
Vancouver, streets were more 
often than not named after 
prominent rich white guys and 
their friends. Streets might also 
be named by the Vancouver 
land speculators, who bought 
– or were given – huge tracts 
of  land that they subdivided 
into housing lots. Henry V. Ed-
monds, who originally owned 
the 350-acre District Lot 301, 
named 25 streets after his fam-
ily; only one remains – Sophia. 

Vancouver has clutches 
of  streets named after battles 
(Balaclava, Trafalgar, Water-

loo), trees (Cedar, Larch, Yew, 
Cypress), and the provinces 
(Alberta, Quebec, Yukon, On-
tario). Some streets have been 
named, renamed, and maybe 
renamed again. Dupont be-
came Princess, except for the 
part that became Pender, and 
then Princess became Pender 
and Carl became Princess. If  
you’re lucky and sharp-eyed 
you might still come across 
the sidewalk stamp that says 
“Cedar Street” on Burrard 
– a sure-fire indication of  re-
naming that you sometimes 
stumble upon during a walk 
through the city. Kingsway 
used to be the New Westmin-
ster Road and then in 1911 
changed to the Westminster 
Road. But the origins of  the 
New Westminster Road go 
way back to the trail that linked 
False Creek to New Westmin-
ster.  Main Street was West-
minster Avenue. Confused 
yet? When the municipalities 
of  Vancouver South and Point 
Grey amalgamated with the 
City of  Vancouver in 1929, a 
lot of  street names needed to 
be rethought to avoid confu-
sion and duplication. And if  
you’ve ever wondered how the 
numbered avenues came to 
be, well, Lauchlan Hamilton 
was behind that. He described 
his naming system in a letter 
to City archivist Major J.S. 

Four members of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, 
Canadian Pacific Railroad Division, posed standing: Frank Collins, 
Joe(?) Hudson, L.M. Alexander, and Sam Lewis, ca. 1943. Library of 
Congress photo, 90715591

Pullman Porter Street was named in honour of the porters and is 
in South East False Creek. Frank Collins became a bus driver and 
a new street on the site of the Oakridge Bus garage will be named 
for him. photo by John atkin.

And the city names other things such as sewage pumping stations. 
 image is a page from the CounCiL report
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We Hae Meat That Ye Can Eat:  

The Story of James Inglis Reid Ltd.
Speaker: Anne Wyness, granddaughter of James Inglis Reid

Founded in 1908 and a landmark on Granville Street for most 
of  its 78 years, James Inglis Reid Ltd. was a legendary retailer of  
fine meats and traditional Scottish fare, produced on site using 
artisanal techniques passed down for decades. Anne Wyness has 
produced a handsome book entitled “The Larder of  the Wise,” 
a social history of  food with a Scottish flavour that brings in a 
broader history of  the city, wartime restrictions and rationing, 
and the changing nature of  the workplace.

Spring, 2021 Speakers:

We will be announcing our speakers for February through May 
of  2021 in January. The virtual lecture format has created prob-
lems – it is more of  a challenge to present a lecture on Zoom than 
live – but also opportunities, as speakers who are not in the Lower 
Mainland may be able to present without incurring significant 
travel costs.

Time has become altered 
in COVID Land and 

everything seems to start ear-
lier, from the cocktail hour to 
meetings and lectures. Because 
there’s no need to travel as we 
used to the MoV, the board 
has decided to start the 
monthly lecture at 7 pm 
instead of  7:30. We hope 
this new time will be conve-
nient for you, allowing all of  
us to return to Netflix or Cocktail Hour 2.0 or whatever it 
is we are doing in our socially isolated lives.

On a related matter, it seems there’s something new 
to be learned every week during the pandemic, and most 
of  it is “tech.” I want to thank Natalie Ord for improving 
our Zoom system to make our meetings easier to run. She 
is, by the way, the daughter of  our program manager John 
Belshaw.

Last month’s lecture was an amusing romp through 
J.W. Fitzmaurice’s century-old cartoons with Robin An-
derson as our guide. As he noted in the lecture, he has built 
a website of  the cartoons at robinanderson.opened.ca. 
VHS members with long memories will know there is 
another resource of  historical cartoons and graphic ma-
terial: “Canadian Primary Sources in the Classroom,” 
created over more than a decade beginning in 1993 by 
the Begbie Contest Society and developed by VHS 
members Charles and Cynthia Hou and colleagues, at  
www.begbiecontestsociety.org. Looking back through the 
lecture archives on our website, I see that Charles, togeth-
er with cartoonists Roy Peterson, Dan Murphy and Bob 
Krieger, spoke on the history of  political cartoons in Can-
ada on April 28, 2005. It’s unfortunate the VHS wasn’t 
filming and archiving the talks then. The internet tells me 
that YouTube, our platform for our talks, was created just 
two months earlier in February, 2005.

Coming up this month (at 7 pm on November 
26th), I am looking forward to hearing John Atkin on the 
naming of  Vancouver’s places. I’ve known John for more 
than 30 years. We met at the meetings of  the old Heritage 
Committee of  the Community Arts Council and worked 
together to form the Heritage Vancouver Society in 1991. 
We funded that group initially by giving walking tours; I 
moved to a sheep farm a couple of  years later but John 
continued on, developing new tours and researching the 
city’s history in great depth. He truly deserves the title of  
Civic Historian. This will be the 13th time he has spoken 
to the Society, certain to be lucky for us. 

michael kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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upcoming speakers
The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks, which are being 
held online by Zoom during the pandemic. If you are not a member of the 
VHS and would like to attend, please email presidentvhs@gmail.com to 
receive the log-on information. Members will receive complete informa-
tion by email a few days before the lecture.



Matthews in 1936 as “the modern style 
of  naming avenues, 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc., 
and the streets I called after trees…..”  
The tree names, as you see, also come 
from Lauchlan Hamilton who originally 
planned to have them in alphabetical or-
der but somewhere along the line, his in-
structions were misunderstood. Around 

1999, the Vancouver Historical Society 
published  Street Names of  Vancouver 
by Elizabeth Walker. If  you haven’t dis-
covered this fascinating read yet, it’s the 
go-to reference for anyone interested in 
Vancouver history or the origins of  the 
street where you live. You can find a pdf  
of  it online. Currently, it is difficult to find 
a print copy.

Civic historian, writer, heritage con-

sultant and much-in-demand Vancouver 
storyteller John Atkin will delve into the 
mysteries of  ‘street naming’ at our Thurs-
day, November 26th lecture.  John is a 
long-time member of  the City of  Vancou-
ver’s Civic Asset Naming Committee that 
was formed in 2012 to bring some diver-
sity, inclusion, and perhaps more thought-
fulness into the naming of  a street or a 
civic asset. 

Continued from front page

C.N.R. steam passenger engines #2760, #2750, #2759 in the C.N.R. rail yards east of False Creek Station (today’s Pacific Central Station) on 
Saturday, August 28, 1948. VancouVEr arcHiVES, cVa 447-824, PHotograPHEr - waltEr E. froSt

Left The USS William B. Preston arriving in 
Vancouver harbour on June 17, 1933. CVa 
447-2849.
aboVe The Empress of Japan arriving at Pier 
B-C, today’s Trade and Convention Centre. 
 cVa 447-2193.5
BotH PHotoS By waltEr E. froSt..



VHS member Floris van Weelderen decided to cu-
rate “A Lens on Vancouver’s Past: Walter Frost’s 
Holland-America Line (1920-1975)” after 
stumbling across Frost’s extensive body of  work 
while chronicling his father’s 1960s adventures at 
sea aboard Holland-America Line’s freighters and 
passenger liners.] - Editor

Walter Edwin Frost (1898–1988) 
was an avid amateur photogra-

pher who lived his entire life in the Ter-
minal City. The eldest of  fi ve children, 
he grew up with his sister and brothers 
in Chinatown (263 Keefer) and then in 
Grandview-Woodland (1519 William). 
Mechanically inclined, Frost successfully 
apprenticed as a machinist before mov-
ing on to work as a shipper, helper, car-
penter and fi nally as a school engineer.

Shortly after the First World War, 
Frost bought a Kodak roll fi lm camera 
and began to photograph his city and 
the ships and trains that carry its life-
blood.  Never one to have a driver’s li-
cense, he traveled around Vancouver 
by bicycle and streetcar with camera in 
hand.  When he stopped taking photo-
graphs in 1976, he had amassed a col-

lection of  13,369 negatives, developed 
at home and many stored in old tobacco 
tins.  Fully 75% of  his legacy consists of  
ship photographs documenting all types 
of  maritime traffi  c in and out of  Vancou-
ver over 56 years. From elegant liners and 
spit-polished warships to rusted tramp 
steamers, the thousands of  photographs, 
including 83 photos of  Holland-America 
Line freighters and passenger ships, not 
only show the variety of  port visitors, but 
also record how the nature of  shipping 
and naval architecture have evolved. 

In 1985, Frost entrusted his collec-
tion to the City of  Vancouver Archives. 
The City exhibited “TERMINAL CITY 
PHOTOGRAPHS” in 1986, a very 
special birthday present to his city in its 
100th year. The following summer, the 
Maritime Museum of  BC exhibited his 
work in Victoria.  

As 2020 marks 100 years since the 
inauguration of  Holland-America Line’s 
North Pacifi c Coast cargo and passenger 
service, people will have another chance 
to view his work. Starting December 3, 
2020, the Vancouver Maritime Museum 
will show “A LENS ON VANCOUVER’S 
PAST for three months until February 
21, 2021. For more information, visit 
www.hal-vas.com. 

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

Picnics in the Park: Board Meeti ngs & Pandemics

By floris van weelderen
top  S.S. Arkeldyk (Capt. W.H. van Balen) 
moored at Ballantyne Pier on Tuesday, 
July 31, 1962. On her deck is the 39 ft . 
wooden trawler ‘Geronimo’, brought up 
from Los Angeles with the (unsuccessful) 
goal of capturing a baby orca whale 
for the Marineland oceanarium in 
California.  VancouVEr arcHiVES, cVa 447-3308, 
PHotograPHEr - waltEr E. froSt
bottom   Walter Frost.  PHotograPHEr unKnown 


