
Why, one might ask, is 
a historian born and 

raised in Quebec, who has 
written extensively about 
Quebec history, giving a talk 
to the Vancouver Historical 
Society on British Colum-
bia’s Bowen Island?  The an-
swer tells an interesting story 
about the life histories of  
Canadians born during the 
postwar baby boom.  A col-
league at UBC was fond of  
referring to Canadians born 
after the Second World War 
as the “lucky generation.”  
Jack Little was one of  them. 

Born in Quebec’s East-
ern Townships of  Scots Irish 
stock, the Little family traces 
its North American history to 
the migration of  more than 
5,300 state-assisted British 
settlers to the northern fringe 
of  Lower Canada’s Eastern 
townships between 1829 and 
1832.  Among the settlers was 
Jack’s Irish-born great-great 
grandfather, a Protestant 
from the Irish county of  Ar-
magh drawn to the new world 
by the lure of  available land.  
Jack spent his first ten years 
on the family farm but by the 
late 1950s, when his parents 
sold their hillside farm, most 

of  the descendants of  the 
first settlers had left the area.  
Jack moved to nearby Thet-
ford Mines where his father 
worked in an asbestos mine.  
After graduating from the 
local high school, he studied 
History at Bishop’s Univer-
sity, the University of  New 
Brunswick, and the Univer-
sity of  Ottawa, completing a 
doctorate in Quebec history 
at Ottawa in 1977.  Jack was 
hired by SFU in 1976 where 
he taught Quebec and Ca-
nadian history in the History 
Department for 39 years, re-
tiring in 2015.  

Jacks earliest publi-
cations were two books on 
French-Canadian and High-
land Scots colonization of  the 
Eastern Townships in the lat-
ter half  of  the 19th century, 
examining the role of  the state 
as well as nationalism, ethnic-
ity, religion, and the family.  
He then moved back in time 
to examine the post-Loyalist 
American population, with a 
particular focus on religion, 
the changing role of  the state 
at the local level, and politics, 
including the War of  1812 
and the Rebellion of  1837-

In the Metropolitan 
Shadow: Bowen Island

HS
The Vancouver Historical Society Newsletter

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, November 22, 2018 at 7:30pm at the Museum of Vancouver

Vol. 58 No. 3 | November 2018 | ISSN 0823-0161
Preserving and promoting the history of Vancouver since 1936

CONTINUED INSIDE
November Speaker: 

Jack Little

By Bob McDonald

CONTINUED INSIDE



The VHS thanks multi-media artist Christian Nicolay for his 
generous donation of  $175, a portion of  the proceeds from 

a recent art show at his Vancouver studio. Christian’s studio is in-
side an old warehouse on the Fraser River, once part of  the Celtic 
Shipyards. “This is a very special place full of  an amazing and 
rich history,” he says. “All of  my former industrial studio spaces in 
Vancouver have been demolished and gentrified over the years. I 
believe in the sharing and preservation of  Vancouver’s history.” 
Thank you Christian, for helping us to do just that.

https://www.christiannicolay.com/

I’m in my late 60s and 
just caught the end of  the 
Union Steamships era. I have 
vague memories of  the dock 
at the foot of  Carrall Street in 
Gastown and the boats depart-
ing for Howe Sound, including 
Bowen Island and Camp El-
phinstone near Gibson’s. Fast 
forward a few decades when I 
came to know descendants of  
Mary Isabella Rogers, who had 
built the magnificent log home  “Fairweather” on the south 
shore in 1930.

Bowen Island has been in the Vancouver legend for 
more than a century, and our November speaker, Dr. Jack 
Little, can tell the story of  this most democratic of  paradises 
that had just a sprinkling of  exclusivity and privilege, such 
as the Rogers compound. The “democracy” included the 
booze cruises and company picnics at Snug Cove, all or-
chestrated by Union Steamships. 

There are three places left in Metro Vancouver that 
have cottages which speak to that era: Hollyburn Ridge, 
Belcarra Park near Port Moody, and the Davies Orchard at 
Bowen. There are just a few of  the Bowen cottages left, and 
local preservationists are trying to convince Metro Parks to 
conserve them.

*  *  *
Since May 2016 and the untimely passing of  Jim Mc-

Graw, Eve Lazarus has skilfully edited this newsletter, com-
bining it with her passion to increase our social-media pres-
ence and draw in new, young audiences for our programs.

Eve joined the board the same time I did, in 2012, 
and served as vice-president before taking over the newslet-
ter. She has coordinated and edited the story assignments, 
writing many of  the front and back page stories herself. Her 
work with layout artist Kellan Higgins (who doubles as VHS 
Secretary) has given us an award-winning publication – the 
BC Historical Society Best News and Media Award for 
2017. This is her last issue.

Eve is a former journalist, a mom of  grown-up kids, 
and the author of  6 1/3 books (the one-third being a profile 
of  artist Frank Molnar in the “Unheralded Artists of  BC” 
series). Her specialty is local crime of  the lethal variety, and 
her latest book, the just-released Murder by Milkshake, prom-
ises to be the best read yet.

We thank her for her service to the VHS and wish 
her well as she assumes a more flexible schedule with travel, 
family time, and, we hope, more books! Jessica Quan will be 
taking over the newsletter in January.

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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38.  More recently he has shifted his 
focus from the Eastern Townships to re-
search a 19th-century Quebec seigneur 
and politician, Sir Henri-Gustave Joly de 
Lotbinière, a “patrician politician” ap-
pointed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier in 1900 as 
British Columbia’s seventh Lieutenant-
Governor, and a man who embraced 
progressive ideas about forest manage-
ment.  Jack’s interests then moved to-
wards cultural history, with a number of  
articles on travel narratives, tourism, and 
the 19th-century Canadian landscape, 
recently collected as Fashioning the Ca-
nadian Landscape.   His co-authored his-
tory of  20th century Quebec marked a 
shift back to political history, including 
a study of  the role of  political picnics in 
late 19th century Ontario. 

One of  the continuities in Jack Lit-
tle’s work as a historian is his interest in 
local places, an approach to history that 
emphasizes small units and how particu-

lar settings shape people’s lives.  His ex-
tensive work on the Eastern Townships, 
which grew out of  his own family’s ex-
perience, exemplified this interest in mi-
crohistory.  More recently, Jack has been 
writing about another local place, Bow-
en Island, the history of  which was first 
explored by Vancouver Historical Soci-
ety member Irene Howard in the 1970s.  
After writing about the island’s tourist 
economy, Jack as a Bowen Islander and 
board member of  the Bowen Island 
Museum and Archives and the Bowen 
Island’s Eco-Alliance joined the move-
ment to stem development pressures in 
the region.  From this interest emerged 
his latest book, the soon-to-be-published 
At the Wilderness Edge: The Rise of  
the Anti-Development Movement on 
Canada’s West Coast, which explores 
development challenges from the 1960s 
to early 1980s at the entrance to Stanley 
Park, at Squamish, on Bowen and Gam-
bier Islands, and on Hollyburn Ridge.

The VHS invites everyone to attend our 
monthly talks. Admission for non-mem-
bers is by donation. Talks are held at the 
Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut 
Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Thursday of every month except 
June, July, August and December.

February 28, 2019
Dreams and Designs: The Making 

of West Vancouver
Francis Manbridge, author

In the past century West Vancouver 
has developed from a low-cost va-
cation destination for visiting Van-
couverites to a highly desirable and 
expensive community.  This history 
shows how the British Properties, 
the Squamish Nation, and other 
groups have worked to imprint their 
different visions on the land, often 
in uneasy concert with the munici-
pal government and vocal citizens’ 
groups.

Thursday January 24, 2019
People of the Inlet: A look at 

Tsleil-Waututh History in Burrard 
Inlet

Carleen Thomas, Special Projects 
Manager, Treaty Lands & Resources 
Department, Tsleil-Waututh Nation

Located on the north shore of  
Burrard Inlet, the Tsleil-Waututh 
Nation (TWN) are Coast Salish 
people who speak a dialect of  the 
Halkomelem language. Carleen 
Thomas, a member of  the TWN, 
will tell the history of  her people 
through the experiences of  one 
family as revealed in photos, maps, 
and personal family stories.

Upcoming Speakers

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

The Patterson home at Nob Hill, ca.1890. 
Left to right Fred Patterson, Emily and 
Willie Williams. CVA OUT P330 

S.S. Britannia at Bowen Island’s Snug Cove, pre-1920. COURTESY: VANCOUVER PUBLIC LIBRARY, 
ACCESSION NO. 2881.

Originally a summer retreat for the wealthy, later a destination for daytrippers, and in the ‘50s a car 
ferry brought Bowen Island even closer to the mainland. The following decade, a plan to convert Snug 
Cove into a suburb revealed conflicting visions of  the island’s future. The tension between preserving 
Bowen Island as a retreat from the city and giving in to metropolitan development pressures persists 
to this day.



Frits Jacobsen studied at the Free 
Academy of  Fine Arts in the Hague be-
fore arriving in Canada in 1959. He was 
a devout Christian and moved to Vancou-
ver in 1968. I met him in East Vancouver 
a few years before his death in 2015 and 
was able to show him a photograph of  
the door to his studio at 522 Shanghai 
Alley taken in 1974. His studio was next 
door, just above the Sam Kee Building. 
Both buildings are still there.

The photo reminded Frits of  his 
hostility towards the postal code move-
ment, though when I showed it to him, 
he shrugged it off as rather comical.

In December 1979, Vancouver 
Magazine ran a feature titled “Now you 
see them” by Ian Bateson and featuring 
some of  Vancouver’s threatened heritage 
buildings. The drawings that accompa-
nied the article were not credited but I 
was able to confirm with Frits that he 
drew them. 

The Englesea Lodge, at the en-
trance to Stanley Park, and the last re-
maining building on the shoreline of  
Beach Avenue, was the first to go. It was 
destroyed in a suspicious fire in 1981. 

In 1979, the Manhattan Apart-
ments at 784 Thurlow Street was also un-
der threat, but fortunately has managed 
to survive. Built in 1908 for industrialist 
W.L. Tait, the Manhattan was one of  the 
city’s first apartment blocks and served as 
a model for many that came after. The 
building contains attractive stained-glass 

windows designed by A.P. Bogardus 
and made in Vancouver. Three of  the 
windows overlook the ornate, pilastered 
main entrance to the building, although 
the two smaller ones that sat above both 
the main and Robson Street entrances 
are missing. Hopefully, they have been 
stored somewhere and not destroyed by 
vandals.

The VanMag article included Ja-
cobsen’s drawing of  the Orillia, a mixed-
use structure at Robson and Seymour 
Streets, and demolished in 1985 to make 
way for a new tower. 

Heritage Hall on Main Street and 
East 15th Avenue rounds out the article. 
At the time, it had stood empty and ne-
glected for two years and was in serious 
jeopardy. Thankfully, this was one battle 
that the heritage advocates won, and the 
hall survives to this day. 

 Frits was a remarkable artist and a 
true Vancouver character. If  you happen 
to be going through the MCC thrift store 
in Surrey, you might just find his drawing 
of  the missing Birks Building.

The Art of Frits Jacobsen

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

Frits Jacobsen’s drawing of the Manhattan Apartments in 
Vancouver Magazine December 1979. 

Frits Jacobsen’s drawing of the Englesea Lodge in Vancouver 
Magazine December 1979. 

The Birks Building by Frits Jacobsen.

By Jason Vanderhill

http://www.vancouver-historical-society.ca/

