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Habitat Forum and the United Nations Conference of 1976
November Speaker: Lindsay Brown

W

ho can forget the smell of
sawdust and freshly cut red
and yellow cedar that permeated
the air in 1976 at the Jericho Beach
former military site where the hastily
constructed non-governmental Habitat
Forum site had been set up? Or the
sense of excitement about the event
that thousands of volunteers
had artfully put together
during five short months
under the deft hand of Al
Clapp? There was a huge buzz
in the air.

of its kind at the time, took place
mainly at the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.
Focusing attention on the city and
settlement, the gathering drew 10,000
mainly well-heeled people from
150 countries, a big event for small
Vancouver. Luminaries in attendance
were Margaret Mead, Mother Teresa,

For this parallel event, thousands
of volunteers, local artists and First
Nations (and who can forget Bill
Reid’s giant mural) transformed the
former army base at Jericho Beach
into an extraordinary “happening.”
Each former airplane hanger was
rejuvenated, transformed and served a
different function for the
large number of attendees.
The conference began
on May 31st and closed
on June 11th leaving a
strong but not always
acknowledged legacy.

How did such an event
come to little Vancouver?
And yet, with the
One of the main reasons
exception of a few
was that an evolving
smaller buildings almost
consciousness arising out
all traces of the event
of the 1960s Vancouver
have been obliterated.
vibrant, intellectual, activist
Hangers unfortunately
and somewhat utopian
burned down or were torn
counterculture had brought
down, the latter largely
Al Clapp (with moustache) showing off highlights of
a strong city delegation to
to conform with the Park
Habitat Forum at Jericho Beach site.
the 1972 Stockholm United
Photo: Vancouver Sun Board policy of creating
Nations Conference on
green park space.
Human Settlement. Given this strong
Buckminster Fuller, Paolo Soleri,
This lack of recognition has driven
city representation, the subsequent
Pierre Trudeau, etc.
our speaker, Lindsay Brown, whose
conference which was to be held four
strong memories as a twelve-yearyears from that date, was awarded to
Habitat Forum at the Jericho site was
old volunteer at Habitat Forum, to
Vancouver.
in fact, a people-inspired adjunct to
research and write about the largely
this larger conference. And yet even
The main downtown conference,
forgotten event. Come and hear about
though it cost less than one million
the Federally sponsored $15 million
Vancouver at its most vibrant on the
dollars, in many ways it was more
United Nations Conference on Human vibrant and engaging.
world stage.
Settlements, the largest UN conference
Bruce M. Watson

Next Meeting at 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Nov. 26, 2015 at Museum of Vancouver

President’s Notes

Palace Livery Stable on Pender at Burrard

s it just nostalgia that makes the 1970s seem like
such a golden time? Yes, I was young then — even
the ratty basement suites I lived in are infused with
the soft glow of memory. But inflation was raging,
mortgage rates were in the double digits, unemployment and budget deficits were rising … Was there
really anything better then than any other decade in
Vancouver’s history?

The Palace Livery Stable first shows up in a city directory
in 1890, just four years after the incorporation of the City of
Vancouver. The company is owned by J.J. Sparrow. In the 1889
directory, a John Jas Sparrow is listed as a saloon keeper at
500 Carrall with a residence on Dunlevy, most likely the same
Sparrow.

I

These thoughts are prompted by Lindsay Brown’s
upcoming talk to the VHS on 1976’s Habitat Forum,
“the last hurrah of hippiedom” in columnist Lorne
Parton’s phrase. Habitat Forum was the “people’s
sideshow” of the long-forgotten United Nations Conference on Human Settlements, held in downtown
Vancouver that June. Set in the “Douglas Fir and
batik setting” of the old seaplane hangars at Jericho Beach, Habitat Forum was one of a number of
utopian demonstration projects of that era. The coops
of south False Creek were under construction. City
planning, directed by the newly hired Ray Spaxman,
implemented a more sensitive idea of development
than had existed in the freeway-and-urban-renewal
decade of the 1960s, and began to consult residents
through Local Area Planning. The NDP provincial
government’s Agricultural Land Reserve started to
focus suburban development, the first step toward
the Livable Region Strategy. The federal government
funded affordable housing, including cooperatives,
across the country. Rock concerts financed aid to
Bangladesh and the founding of Greenpeace.
However, voters had rebelled the previous autumn
against the NDP, electing an avalanche of Socreds in
what was memorably called “The Night of the Car
Dealers.” The civic TEAM government had begun a
move to the right under Jack Volrich, who took over
as mayor from Art Phillips in 1976.
Was Habitat Forum just a pothole on the road to Reaganism? Forty years on, it seems a necessary step in
cementing Vancouver’s reputation as a city concerned
with livability and environmental protection – the
essence of “Greenest City 2020” that dominates the
policy agenda for the current city council.
Michael Kluckner, President
mkluckner@vancouver-historical-society.ca

Continued from back page

Although the nature of the business was horses, it was
already using the most modern of communications devices,
the telephone. The Palace Livery Stable could be reached by
asking the operator at the New Westminster and Burrard Inlet
Telephone Company to connect you with 125, later SEymour
125.
Living next door to a livery stable in those days was probably
not a pleasant experience with its smells of damp manure and
vermin attracted by the feed. The area around the stable was
still mostly residential at the time. Businesses were starting to
move from the older established commercial areas on Hastings
and Cordova east of Cambie, the original beginnings of
Vancouver, to Granville Street between Cordova and Robson,
owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway and touted as the
“new” centre of the city. It wouldn’t be long however before
downtown’s fringes started creeping westward eventually
reaching Burrard. By the late 1920s, the Marine Building had
opened right behind (to the north) of where the stable was.
Just 10 years later in 1939, Burrard had become a primarily
commercial street. More was to come in the ensuing decades
until by the 1960s, it really was downtown.
Sparrow continued to own the stable until about 1898 when
the proprietorship went to Black and Wilkinson. Another
ownership change came in 1905 when the Palace was turned
over to Cocking and Bryant.
By then more changes were coming that would soon catch up
to the business. The first gasoline-powered automobile had
arrived in Vancouver in 1904, the year before Cocking and
Bryant took over. While the majority of heavy cartage moves
were still made by horse and wagon, better designed, more
reliable and practical trucks were soon making inroads into the
business.
The last mention of the Palace Livery Stable or indeed any
business at 1003 Pender is in the 1913 directory. The Royal
Dairy at 1001 Pender is then listed just to the east of the
Continued on Top Left of Page 3

Palace Livery Stable on Pender at Burrard
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Continued from Page 2
Palace property. The dairy and subsequent dairy operations
like Golden Arrow Creamery and Crescent Ice Cream then
become occupants of the property until 1941. Perhaps they
took over the stable building and property. That would make
sense as many dairies used horses for deliveries long after other
businesses switched to trucks. Further research might be fun
and would reveal what happened.
By 1942, the nature of the business changes — perhaps in
a new building but more likely in the same as there is no
interruption in listings. The directory lists a Majestic Lunch
at 1001 Pender in 1942 and a Canterbury Coffee Shop at the
location in the following year.
Interestingly the west side of Burrard in that area was once
known for car dealerships and related businesses, a different
form of horsepower but horsepower nonetheless — horsepower
that might be considered a continuing legacy of the Palace
Livery Stable.

Christmas Book Sale at November Meeting

T

he Vancouver Historical Society (VHS) is proud to count
many authors among its members. You will have a chance
to meet them and to add some of their books to your collection
at the second VHS Christmas Book Fair.
The sale starts at 6:30 P.M. and finishes at 7:30 P.M. followed
by the regular VHS meeting and Lindsay’s talk. It’s a great
opportunity to meet our authors and buy books for yourself or
for someone on your Christmas gift list.

Welcome New and Returning VHS Members
Douglas Anderson

Michael Carr

Iris & Philip Dayson

Raymond & Lionel Haims

Robert Matas

John Moran Oisin

Danielle Peacock

Jo Scott

Jonathan Stone

Stevie Wilson

Dr. Stephen Bath & Ms Marilyn Heaps
Adrian Buchanan & Valerie Wilson

The VHS invites everyone (including non-members)
to attend our monthly talks. The talks are free and
are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut
Street (close to Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the
fourth Thursday of every month except June, July,
August, December).
Thursday, January 28, 2016, 7:30 P.M.
Cǝsnǝʔǝm, the city before the city
Speaker: Viviane Gosselin
The current five-year joint Museum of VancouverMusqueam First Nation exhibition (Cǝsnǝʔǝm, the city
before the city) asks “Whose home is Vancouver?” The
Musqueam First Nation’s willingness to share their
history gives us a chance to look at bone, stone and
shell objects of Cǝsnǝʔǝm, the city before the city, an
important ancestral village for the indigenous history
of the Musqueam. The artefacts come from what is
more familiarly known as the Eburne Midden, Great
Fraser Midden and Marpole Midden. These artefacts
are important to native people as an ownership of
the past — the deep past. They are equally important
to Vancouverites in driving home the point of the
long time pre-colonial presence of the First Nations
people and this adjunct talk to the exhibition gives the
Musqueam a chance to present history from their point
of view.
Thursday, February 25, 2016, 7:30 P.M.
A Week You’ll Remember a Lifetime: The Story
of the 1954 British Empire and Commonwealth
Games
Speaker: Jason Beck
Sleepy Vancouver was in a rare spotlight when the
British Empire and Commonwealth Games was
opened in Vancouver on July 30th, 1954 and closed on
August 7th. By its end, 662 competitors from 24 nations had participated in the games with Canada coming fourth in medal standings. These Games became
best known for the “Miracle Mile” which took place
between Roger Bannister and John Landy at Empire
Stadium marking the first time these runners appeared
together in a competitive mile and the first time the
two men broke four minutes in the same race. At the
other end of the scale, Jim Peters, holder of the world’s
best for the marathon, entered the stadium 17 minutes
ahead of his nearest rival but collapsed, never completing the race and never running again. The Games left a
legacy of many memorable sports stories.

Peek into the Past
with Jim McGraw

of the busier intersections
in downtown Vancouver
today, filled with harried
office workers during the
week days. The street
in the foreground with
the carriage tracks in the
snow is Burrard. The
stable is on the northwest
corner of Pender and
Burrard. The North
Shore Mountains are the
backdrop.

Y

ou can just sense the tranquility in this lovely scene
photographed sometime in 1896. The only sign of
activity is a sole pedestrian hurriedly walking in front of the
Palace Livery Stable, his footsteps muffled by the snow.
If you stopped for a moment today at this same location,
could you even imagine this scene once existed? This is one

Photo: City of Vancouver Archives CVA 1376-169

The Federal
Government’s Oceans
and Fisheries building is
now at the approximate
location. The modern
building features the Alan
Storey kinetic sculpture at
the corner, a series of five
vertically moving boxes
mimicking the elevators’
movements inside the
building. Could the
workers in the building
even imagine a livery
stable in its place?

A livery stable was where one could rent horses and
wagons or board horses for a short term. In other words, it
was somewhat like a truck rental and parking garage today.
Continued at top right of Page 2
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