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Vancouver: Early Film Footage of Our City

Colin Preston, Reuben Ware and John Atkin

Asimagesof today’sVVancouver undergo astonishing changes, itis
comforting to see scenesof amuchyounger but very vibrant city, and
toredizethat many of thoseearly vistasaretill withus. OnNovem-
ber 25, the evening of our next speaker, wewill see someextraordi-
nary short films depicting Vancouver’searly days: a1907 film by
William Harbeck which shows street scenes of Vancouver and Vic-
toriafromthefront of astreetcar; Diamond Jubilee, 21946 film that
brings back fond memories of the city so many of usremember; a
1959 film used by the Vancouver City Planning Department inits
early days; and Vancouver Honeymoon, 21960 film that captures
Vancouver just beforeit began itsdramatic change and becamethe
city wenow know. All thefilmsareadelight towatch. Eachhelpsto
underscoretherichnessand depth of Vancouver.

Inthispresentation, the Vancouver Historical Society would liketo
explorethepossibilitiesof awider public distribution for thesefilms,
perhapsin DV D format. Our speakerswill provide uswith back-

Thismonth’'s speakersare Colin Pres-
ton, CBC Archivist; Reuben Ware,
City of Vancouver Archivist; and John
Atkin, Editor, British Columbia His-
tory.

LEFT: 1907 still, courtesy Colin Preston.

ground and facilitateadiscussion on how tokeep
our historical imagesadiveand availabletothe
public. VHS Executive Committee member,
Chuck Davis, will moderatethefollow-up dis-

cusson.

Happy Holidays!

Just areminder toyou dl that in December
there is no newsletter and no speaker.
However, mark your calendarsfor Janu-
ary 27 for our very interesting Spesker Judy
Maxwell, Graduate Student in History,
UBC and Director of the Vancouver Chi-
nese-Canadian Military Museum. Judy’s
tak isentitled: Chinese-CanadiansinWorld
Wars| and Il: Their Vancouver Connec-
tion. Haveawonderful holiday andavery
happy New Year! ED.

Thursday, November 25, 2004, at 7:30 pm in the Vancouver Museum




Preznotes

“Sowhy doesthe Vancouver Historical Society exist?’ you
askandif youaren'tasking, I'll tell you anyway. Our consti-
tution saysweexist to stimulate publicinterestin history in
generd and Vancouver history in particular and to encourage
historical research and publication.

But to sharpen thefocusabit, your Executivein September
2003 adopted some specific objectivesfor the coming year.
At our meeting earlier thismonth wereviewed how we're
doing and extended the same objectivesfor theanother year.
Here'sasummary of that review.

a) Increasethevisbility of the VHS. Good progress!
Membership and attendance areincreasing, programsare
publicizedin posters, pressreleases, the VHS website. and
regularly by theMuseum.

b) Srengthen relationshipswith other historical organi-
zations. Alsogood. We' reactiveintheBC Historical Fed-
eration, and our newsl etter goesto some 20 neighbouring
historical societies.

c) Membership vitalization. Ongoing. We're planning
to experiment with nametagsat meetings, and we retill |ook-
ing for arefreshments coordinator.

d) Outreachtostudentsand teachers. The centrepiece
hereisour support of the HistoricaFair, begunin 2004 and
to continuein 2005.

e) Advocacy on public policy issues. Nothing specific
yet, but acoupleof issuesare pending. Stay tuned!
f) Proposed Vancouver history databaseand website.

Just talk and dreams so far, but the Vancouver Museum s
now involved and prospectsareimproving.

g) Useand management of theVHSResear ch and Pub-
lication Fund. TheFundisupandrunning. See“HelpUs
Spread theWord” elsewhereinthisissue.

Your feedback on these and other possible objectivesisal-
wayswelcome. How arewe doing? What can we do bet-
ter? What should we be doing? Let usknow!

Paul Flucke, President
Phone (604) 732-7742; email: paulflucke@shaw.ca

Membership
Matters

Help Us Spread the Word!

Andthewordisthat the VHS welcomes appli-
cationsfor grantsfromits Research and Publica
tion Fund.

The Fund was started early in 2004 and issup-
ported by incomefrom our Vancouver Founda
tion endowment. Sofar wehavemadefivegrants
totalling $5,750 to individual sand organi zations
for projectswhich extend the scope of Vancou-
ver'swritten history and makeit availabletoa
wider audience.

S0 help us get the word around to researchers
and writersof Vancouver’shistory. The grants
aren’'t huge (wecan’'t pay anyone'ssalary) but
sometimesafew hundred or afew thousand dol -
lars can help get aproject started or bring it to
completion.

Thenext deadlinefor applicationsisApril 1, 2005.
Application guidelinesand proceduresareavail-
ablefromthe VHS president.

Judy Maxwell named VHS Secretary

The Executiveispleased to announcethat Judy
Maxwell isour new recording secretary, com-
pleting the unexpired term of Ellen Ramsay, who
ispursuing her art history researchin England.

Judy isoneof our newer members, having joined
the VHSlast summer, however her Vancouver
roots go way back. Her great-grandfather set-
tled here before the city’ sfounding, and through
her Chinese mother she connects with another
vital stream of local history. Asagraduate stu-
dentinhistory at UBC, Judy focusesonimmigra-
tion studies, andisrapidly building areputation
asaresearcher and speaker inthat field.

Infact, she'll bethefeatured speaker at our Janu-
ary 27th VHS meeting, on the topic Chinese-
Canadians in World Wars | & II: Their Van-
couver Connection.




‘) How Well Do You Know ‘)
@ Your Local History? @

Excerpts from the November Quiz

(For complete quiz check out Chuck Davis's cool site, The
History of Metropolitan Vancouver at http://
www.vancouverhistory.calquiz.html)

November 3, 1862: Threefdlowsnamed Morton, Brighouse,
and Hailstonefiled aclaimtoday for theland that isnow Van-
couver’'sWest End. They paid morethan $1 anacre, whichled
scoffersin New Westminster who thought theland wasof little
value, tocall them“TheThree

November 4, 1864: Thefirg foreign-bound cargofrom Burrard
Inlet 750 board feet of lumber left for Australiatoday on the
EllenLewis. Withtoday’sequipment loading that amount woul d
take 48 hours. Within 10 per cent, estimatethetimeit took in
1864.

November 7, 1896: Burnaby hireditsfirst |law enforcer today,

at $2 aday, to, among other things, put down rowdyism, en-

forcethewidetire by-law for wagons, and notify owners of
running at large. Fill intheblank, hegrunted.

November 8, 1927: A vaudeville performancetoday inaugu-
rated anew theatrein Vancouver, an elegant pal ace of enter-
tainment that’ still around. Nameit.

November 11, 1935: It has been called the best building in
Vancouver. Thedesignisvery unusual for achurch. 1t=92sat
Goreand Cordova. Canyou nameit?

November 13, 1914: Col. Albert Whyte was agent for the
developersof White Cliff City in West Vancouver. Today he
requested, successfully, theareaberenamed. What' sthename?

November 17, 1910: She has been called the most famous
dancer who ever lived. She performed in Vancouver today,
and thetown went gaga. Name her.

November 22, 1894: What Vancouver hospital opened to-
day?It'snot VGH.

Answves

Nov. 3: Greenhorns, Nov 4: Just under two months, Nov. 7:
Swine, Nov. 8: The Orpheum, Nov. 11: &. James Anglican
Church on Cordova Sreet at Gore, Nov. 13: Whytecliff,
Nov. 17: Anna Pavliova, Nov. 22: . Paul’s.

Coming Up

Upcoming VHS Speakers
Thursday, January 27, 2005, 7:30 pm
Chinese-Canadiansin World Wars| & I1:
Their Vancouver Connection with Judy
Maxwell, Master’s Student in History, UBC;
Director, Chinese-Canadian Military Museum
Society
Admissionisfreetoal VHS speakers.

Vancouver Museum Presents...

Secrets of the City Series
Saturday November 20, 10:00 am

On the third Saturday of each month we set
out from the Vancouver Museum to a secret
locationinthecity (clue: A Place of Honour).

Preregigrationisrequired. Cal 604-734-7368.
Members $15; Non-members $20 + GST.

Nihonmachi - A Walking Tour
Sunday, November 21, 10:00 am

Museum membersand MadamaBuitterfly ticket
holders $5; All others $10

Ranor shine

Join local historian John Atkin and special
guests, for atour of Vancouver’sPowell Street
Didtrict. Thetour will place Puccini’sMadama
Butterfly in the context of contemporary Japa-
neselifeinVancouver intheearly 20th century.
Thistour ispart of Vancouver Opera’'s\iews
of Japan community-wideevents, celebrating
the centenary year of the creation of Madama
Butterfly. Meet at 487 Alexander Street. For
tickets and info, cal 604-734-7368 or visit
www.vanopera.bc.ca/community/
viewsofjgpan.html.




Women of Vancouver: The Early Years

October Speaker: Jolene Cumming

Reviewed by: Kathleen MacKinnon

Even beforelocal historical interpreter Jolene Cumming
moved to her second didethe audience at the Vancouver
Museum was captivated. Jolenetold usthe storiesof the
women of Vancouver intheearly yearsfrom 1950t0 1914:
Pauline Johnson, Cougar Annie, Mary Capilano, Mintie
Cadtillou, ClaraGravenor, Helen Gregory McGill, Sarah
AnnMcClure, Helena Gutteridge, working women, First
Nations, Chinese, and Japanese women - women who
tamed our city, raised itsmora tone, and contributed toits
economic and social development.

Jolene' sresearch into thewomen of early Vancouver in-
cluded pioneersfrom her own family: her grandmother,
Mintie Castillou and her Aunt ClaraGravenor, who died
when the dynamite her husband was drying out in the
kitchen exploded.

First Nationswomen were heal ers, midwives, business-
women, and teachers. Mary Capilano paddled across
the dangerousrapidsof theBurrard Inlet daily to sell her
berries, clamsand woven mats. Many early settlers, such
as James Douglas and Gassy Jack, married resourceful
and hardworking First Nationswomen.

White women settled and popul ated VVancouver, many
looking for better lives, and they had good reason to ex-
pectit. Travel within Canadawaseas er with therailway
completed and wageswere better in Vancouver.

Japanesewomen camein 1908 as’ picturebrides . Chi-
nesewomen did notimmigratein great numbersbecause
of the prohibitive head tax of $500. Only wedlthy Chinese

women married to merchants, femaedomestics, and pros-
titutes were exempted from the tax. Consequently by
1911, of the Chinese populationinVancouver only 4%
werewomen.

Women worked in the paid workforce during theseyears.
Their jobswererepetitiousand paid little. They worked
astelephone operatorsand in canneries, somewith their
babies swaddled to their backs. Women taught school,
ran boarding houses, and worked in the vibrant sex trade
industry, somekeeping high-end brothels. Yet, womendid
not get theright to vote until 1919, and then only some
did. Chinese and East Indian women had to wait until
1947; Japanese and First Nationswomen until 1949.

Luckily inthe 1880sand 90s, women movementssuch as
the Suffragistsand the Women's Christian Temperance
Unionéttracted womenfromall waksof life. Thesewomen
forged changestothelaws, reformsto benefit women and
families. Andthey changed theway society viewed women.
L ooser clothing too meant women could be more physi-
caly active. Women took to cycling, for example, ingreat
numbersdespitethe purported healthrisk of * bicycleface
(the scrunched up face of awomenlearningtoride).

Jolene Cumming has done aremarkable job of recon-

structing thelives of our foremothers. Sheleft uswitha
renewed appreciation for the sometimesforgotten women
pioneerswho contributed to the history of Vancouver. We
sincerely hopetheir contributionsareat last includedin
Vancouver’spublic school curriculum.
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