
Since 2012, Lisa Anne Smith has 
notched up three very different Van-

couver History books—the Joe Fortes Story, 
Vancouver is Ashes and most recently, Emily 
Patterson, the Heroic Life of  a Milltown Nurse. 
Her career as an author, though, started 
in 2001 with a book called Travels with St. 
Roch: A Book for Kids, illustrated by Edward 
Knight and self-published as a fundraiser 
for the Vancouver Maritime Museum’s 
St. Roch Preservation Campaign. 

Because aside from history, vol-
unteering is one of  Burnaby, B.C.-born 
Smith’s passions. 

As a member of  the Native Daugh-

ters of  BC Post #1 that runs the Old Hast-
ings Mill Store, one of  the few buildings 
to survive the Great Fire of  1886, Smith 
gives mill talks and tours year-round.

For the past 12 years, Smith has 
been a docent with the Museum of  Van-
couver’s education department where 
she talks to classes ranging from Kin-
dergarten to Grade 7 about Indigenous 
cultures, environmental stewardship, im-
migration and ancient civilizations.

In 2012 she co-authored Our Friend 
Joe: The Joe Fortes Story with Barbara Rog-
ers. While she was researching Forte’s 
“Great Fire experience,” she came across 

so many intriguing details that she pub-
lished Vancouver is Ashes: the Great Fire of  
1886 in 2014. All three books are through 
Ronsdale Press.

“My next plan was to write a book 
about all the fascinating and heroic 
women of  Gastown,” she says. “With 
the help of  women’s historian Jolene 
Cumming, I made up a chronological 
list and as it happened, Alice Crakan-
thorp, daughter of  Emily Patterson, 
was at the top of  that list. The more I 
researched her, the more familiar and 
enthralled I became with Emily’s story. 
It wasn’t long before I decided to make 
Emily my solitary project.” 

Emily Patterson: The Heroic Life of a Milltown Nurse
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Emily Patterson nursed both Indigenous and pioneer residents of Burrard Inlet. Moodyville Wharf, ca. 1872. CVA MI P43



Thursday September 27, 2018
Housing Vancouver, 1972-2017: The Long View on a Present Crisis

David Ley, Professor of Urban Geography, UBC (Ret.)  

In 1972 Vancouver was in transition from an industrial to a 
post-industrial city. By 2017 it had become a gateway for flows 
of  global capital and labour and housing as an investment as-
set. A growth coalition bound politics and property developers, 
while government turned a blind eye to community costs and 
real estate irregularities. What is new about the current housing 
crisis, who is responsible, and what can we learn? 

As I write this at the end 
of  April, the weather is 

summer-like, it is 70 years 
since the last big Fraser River 
flood, and the snowpack is 
way above normal. Hmmm.... 
And as the garden begins to 
grow our year begins to wind 
down, with the May lecture 
and the AGM our last formal 
event until September.

In the last year, we’ve 
presented a very diverse range of  programs – probably 
more varied than any in the society’s many decades, in-
cluding aging gangsters at Aaron Chapman’s October lec-
ture, housing activists at Nathan Lauster’s February one, 
and gardeners at Christine Allen’s in April. Perhaps it isn’t 
surprising that our membership numbers have increased 
by about 10 percent over last year and are the highest 
they’ve been since I joined the board in 2012.

We’re looking for new ways to engage with young 
history students and interested citizens. One idea has been 
to host a panel presentation by some of  the working his-
torians in the city – bloggers, film-makers, writers and art-
ists – to demonstrate the possibilities of  “doing history” 
outside the realm of  schools and universities. Subject to 
cost and our ability to sell the idea to our target audience, 
we may proceed.

There have been other interesting ideas, too: a res-
urrection of  Vancouver Day, cancelled during the Second 
World War; our reconnection with the Heritage Fairs pro-
gram in Vancouver schools; greater involvement with the 
BC Historical Federation. All of  these require volunteers 
with ideas and energy. And meanwhile, we have to keep 
the machinery of  the VHS running.

Eve Lazarus and Kellan Higgins have done a splen-
did job with the newsletter – last September’s issue won 
the Best News and Media Award of  the BC Historical 
Federation. Vice-president Madeleine de Trenqualye has 
diligently written and posted articles through the various 
social media platforms to keep our message in front of  the 
public, while Bob McDonald has coordinated the speakers 
schedule and Brenda Peterson the field trips. And, behind 
the scenes, Mary Wallace Poole with membership, Grace 
Bu with accounts and Tom Carter with meeting set-up 
have kept the organization on track.

I hope you will join me at the AGM at 7 pm on 
May 24th to thank them all, and to approve the business 
we briefly need to conduct to keep our Society going for 
another year.

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks. Admission for non-members is by dona-
tion. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 
p.m. on the fourth Thursday of every month except June, July, August and December.

Thursday October 25, 2018
The Extraordinary Life of Julia Henshaw

Michael Kluckner, artist and author

A novelist, journalist, socialite, botanist, explorer, and World War I 
ambulance driver, Julia Henshaw was a unique and colourful per-
sonality. This lecture follows her extraordinary life from Montreal 
to Vancouver, from the Rocky Mountains to England, and from 
the mining towns of  BC’s Kootenays to the battlefields of  France 
and Belgium. Michael Kluckner began researching her life in the 
1980s and resumed in the 2010s when new digital sources of  infor-
mation made it possible to fill gaps in the historical record. 

Upcoming Speakers
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Lisa says Patterson deserves to be 
much more widely known.

“I very much admired her cour-
age under often adverse conditions,” says 
Smith. “I felt that her story needed to be 
revisited. She should really be a house-
hold name just like Emily Carr.”

Because Smith was unable to find 
diaries or letters or other primary sourc-
es that help a writer  bring a historical 

subject to life, she decided to use other 
means to give Emily a voice. 

“Unlike with Joe Fortes and Vancou-
ver is Ashes, I could find very few words 
that were actually spoken by Emily her-
self. That’s why I eventually decided to 
opt for some ‘creative licence’ where dia-
logue was concerned, without sacrificing 
the history.” 

Photos to illustrate Emily Patter-
son’s story come from Vancouver Ar-

chives and from Patterson’s descendants 
via Ancestry.ca. 

Smith would like to see local events 
such as the sinking of  the Chehalis and 
the impact of  the anti-Asian riots of  1907 
get more coverage. But as a judge for the 
school-based Heritage Fairs that occur 
around Vancouver every spring, she says 
she’s pleased to see so many obscure his-
torical characters and events being redis-
covered by kids. 

CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Join the VHS and John Atkin for a tour 
of  Marpole—home to the Musqueam 

for thousands of  years and one of  the 
earliest sites of  non-native settlement 
in Vancouver. Along the way, John will 
point out early industry, a former Japa-
nese settlement, and the community that 
developed around the Interurban station 
at the foot of  Hudson Street. Tours are 
free for members, but numbers are lim-
ited. Please book your spot by emailing us 
at info@vancouver-historical-society.caView of Hudson Street looking north from 

the Marpole Bridge, ca.1930. CVA 371-929

The Patterson home at Nob Hill, ca.1890. Left to right Fred Patterson, Emily and Willie Williams. CVA OUT P330 

Tour of Marpole AGM Notice
Sunday June 10, 10:00 a.m. Notice of Annual General Meeting

May 24, 2018, 7 pm, Museum of 
Vancouver

The agenda will consist of Annual 
Reports from:

President – Michael Kluckner; Trea-
surer – Grace Bu; followed by a motion 
to waive the appointment of  an audi-
tor; followed by the election of  officers 
and Executive members-at-large.

For further information, please contact 
Michael at presidentvhs@gmail.com

mailto:info%40vancouver-historical-society.ca?subject=Cathedral%20Tour
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It was a silent, jerky and disjointed film shot from the front of  
a BC Electric streetcar in 1907 that captivated the Vancouver 

Historical Society’s audience members in 2004. Colin Preston, the 
former CBC Archivist had just introduced everyone to a recently 
restored version of  the earliest known moving image of  the city. 

The film by American film maker William Harbeck was one 
of  a series that played in specially designed theatres that replicated 
the experience of  riding a streetcar. Long thought lost, the film 
was rediscovered in Australia and sent to the Library of  Congress, 
eventually ending up with Library and Archives Canada.

As the evening ended someone in the audience suggested 
that it would be fun to create a modern version of  the film. And 
with that, a project was born. It sounded simple enough, so a small 
group of  volunteers got together to plan how to tackle the job of  
recreating Harbeck’s film. The deadline of  2007—the film’s 100th 
anniversary—seemed far enough away to be doable.

However, the project quickly shifted from just reshooting 
the route to developing a documentary about Harbeck, annotat-
ing the streetcar’s route and developing background information 
about Vancouver in 1907. Scripts were written and then rewritten, 
and written again as the focus of  the project shifted back and forth.

Wes Knapp chaired the project and helped secure sponsors. 
Colin Preston contributed the best possible copy of  the film on 
DVD. John Atkin, Andrew Martin and Chuck Davis did much 
of  the research. Mary-Lou Storey acted as production manager. 
Ernst Schneider and Jason Vanderhill contributed technical exper-
tise and graphic design. John Atkin and Jim McGraw worked on 
the script. Jim did the final storyboard, directed and narrated. Paul 
Flucke oversaw the finances.

The project timeline was thrown for a loop with the an-
nouncement of  the Canada Line construction which meant 
Granville Street would be off limits in 2007. Filming was moved 
up a year. 

On shooting day, the team assembled at CBC on Hamilton 
Street to set up the camera car and get ready to hit the streets. 
CBC had generously supplied a camera man (Mike), camera and 
video stock to assist us in the shoot. Andy and Pacific Camera Car 
supplied the truck and Vancouver’s film office helped us out on 
the closure of  Cordova Street—we had to drive the wrong way to 
match the 1907 route.

Another year of  work to complete the project and it was 
ready to be unveiled. In May of  2008—101 years after the original 
film was shot—400 people sat down to watch the first public show-
ing of  the VHS production of  City Reflections.

City Reflections: The Epic Story

By John Atkin, Civic Historian

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

We’re excited to announce that City Reflections is now on our YouTube 
Channel. As you’ll read here, the film was a massive volunteer undertaking 

by the VHS. Find the link through our website!

http://www.vancouver-historical-society.ca/
http://www.vancouver-historical-society.ca/

