
International Women’s Day is cele-
brated on March 8th and, along with 

Women’s History Month in October 
in Canada (it’s the month of  March in 
the US), it’s an opportunity to recognise 
women’s achievements and to honour 
those women who fought for the right to 
vote and for gender equality.

The women’s suffrage movement 
in our country dates back to the 1870’s 
and, thanks to a new UBC Press book se-

ries, Women’s Suffrage and the Struggle for De-
mocracy, we are now learning more about 
the Canadian campaign and the stories 
of  the women who led and participated 
in this protracted struggle.

Our March speaker, Lara Campbell, 
Professor and Chair of  the Department of  
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies 
at Simon Fraser University, is contribut-
ing to this book series with her forthcom-
ing book, A Great Revolutionary Wave: Women 
and the Vote in British Columbia, which will be 
published by UBC Press in June. 

The long-drawn-out campaign for 

the enfranchisement of  women in Cana-
da, with the frustrating incremental steps 
and different timelines across munici-
pal, provincial and federal jurisdictions, 
stands as a testament to the pioneering 
feminists who worked so diligently in the 
pursuit of  this cause.

It is hard to imagine that just over 
one hundred years ago in Vancouver, 
women were unable to apply for a library 
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Film “The Bridge”

Speaker: George Orr, Veteran Broadcast Journalist

As this is the last 
newsletter be-

fore our Incorpora-
tion Day luncheon 
on April 5th, I want 
to reflect a little 
more on our choice 
of  Susan Point as 
our Award of  Merit 
winner. I wrote last 
month that the lack 
of  Coast Salish ref-
erences on our landscape had diminished Vancouver. Art 
is one way to put them back. Indeed her work is contem-
porary in every sense, but it draws on traditions that are 
deeply historical. Day after day as I move around Van-
couver, I see the storm sewer covers she designed with her 
daughter Kelly Cannell for the Art Underfoot program in 
2004. I’ll be walking along, looking down, more likely at 
my age just trying to avoid face-planting rather than star-
ing at my phone, and I spot one of  them. In the midst of  
the cacophony of  the modern city, I’m reminded this is an 
Indigenous place too.

I hope you will join us on the 5th at UBC Golf  Club.
*  *  *

As we get closer to the end of  our lecture and finan-
cial year, we are looking for new people to join our board 
of  directors and help with some of  the tasks of  operating 
this society. We have the great advantage compared with 
many other boards in that we do not expect directors to 
fundraise or write cheques themselves to keep the organi-
zation afloat – the generosity of  our members present and 
past have given us a stable base.

The board divides up the jobs so, typically, no one 
would spend more than five to ten hours a month on soci-
ety business, including the directors’ meeting that is usually 
followed by the onerous task of  walking to the Billy Bishop 
Legion and chatting over a glass or two. Ideally, new direc-
tors would understudy the various positions – programs 
and field trips, secretary, treasurer, newsletter editor, meet-
ing set-up, and so on – and move up in the organization. 
And president too, what our Secretary Greg Leach refers 
to as “Reminder in Chief.” We are fortunate to have vol-
unteers who do membership, mailing, bookkeeping and 
newsletter production roles. 

Please consider taking on a role. Write to me at the 
email below if  you’re interested. Every group needs new 
blood, new thoughts and talents to keep alive.

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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upcoming Speakers
The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks. Admission for non-
members is by donation. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 
1100 Chestnut Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thurs-
day of every month except June, July, August and December.

new VHS Members
Diane Winter

April 23, 2020
“A Seat at the Table:” History as a Forward-Looking Process 

Speaker: Henry Yu

Professor Henry Yu, member of  the History Department of  
UBC and Principal of  St. John’s College, UBC, will discuss the 
Museum of  Vancouver’s upcoming Spring exhibition A Seat 
at the Table: Chinese Immigration to B.C. which pro-
poses a framework for understanding Chinese immigration to 
BC as a story that is local and global, historical and contempo-
rary through the lens of  food and restaurant culture. 

Sunday, April 5th, 12:30pm at the University Golf Club
Prizes, Presentations and Excellent Food!

$40 for members and guests
Buy tickets now on-line at 

www.vancouver-historical-society.ca

annual incorporation luncheon



card without the approval of  a man. Al-
though some white women were able to 
vote in municipal elections by 1900, it 
wasn’t until 1916 that Canadian women 
were first granted the right to vote in pro-
vincial elections in Manitoba, Saskatch-
ewan and Alberta, followed by Ontario 
and British Columbia early in 1917. 

In September of  1917, the federal 
Conservative government of  Prime Min-
ister Robert Borden passed a Wartime 
Elections Act that extended federal vot-
ing rights to women who were the wives, 
mothers, sisters or daughters of  men who 
served in the armed forces and to wid-
ows of  soldiers. The following year, in 
1918, these restrictions were lifted and 
women were enfranchised to participate 
in national elections, albeit with many 
exceptions, mostly based on ownership 
of  property and race. Women of  Asian 
backgrounds were not granted the vote 
until 1948 and Indigenous women were 
enfranchised in 1960.

Most Canadians would be hard 
pressed to name a single Canadian suf-
fragist. Who were these women who 

worked so long to achieve success? What 
were their backgrounds and influences? 
What types of  organizations and strategies 
did they employ to promote their cause? 
How did their organizations connect with 
and differ from other suffrage and political 
justice movements in the United States, 
Great Britain and other countries? 

Lara’s talk on March 26th will fo-
cus mostly on the suffrage organizations 
and the suffragists in the Vancouver area 
which became the centre of  the British 
Columbia movement around the be-
ginning of  the twentieth century. The 
women’s suffragist organizations in most 
of  Canada and other areas of  the world 
were usually led by white, middle-class 
women. Lara’s research shows that many 
of  the prominent suffragists in Vancou-
ver were committed to much more than 
gaining the vote for white women. They 
worked across class lines and developed 
Canada’s only working-class suffrage or-
ganization that was led by working wom-
en and that promoted the priorities of  
working women in the city.

Helena Gutteridge was one of  the 
leaders of  the movement in Vancouver. 
She arrived in Vancouver from England 

in 1911as a well-versed suffragist and 
became a prominent activist in the suf-
frage and labour movement in the city. 
She founded the BC Women’s Suffrage 
League in 1913 and Minimum Wage 
League in 1917.  In 1937, she became the 
first woman ever elected to the Vancou-
ver City Council. 

Other important Vancouver suf-
fragists included Mary Ellen Smith, the 
first woman member of  the British Co-
lumbia Provincial Legislature; Laura 
Marshall Jamieson, who was also an early 
MLA and Vancouver City Councillor; 
and Susie Lane Clark, who moved to Van-
couver from California in 1907, served as 
the first President of  the New Era League, 
and wrote a weekly column for several 
years in the Vancouver Daily World newspa-
per prior to the First World War.

The incredible energy and com-
mitment of  the Vancouver pioneer suf-
fragists in their pursuit of  women’s equal-
ity as well as social justice and workers’ 
rights is inspiring. Lara Campbell’s me-
ticulous research fills in many gaps in 
our knowledge about these remarkable 
women and the movement in Vancouver 
to achieve gender equality. 

continuEd FroM Front pagE

Royal British Columbia Museum and Archives.  Item F-02309, Victoria and Vancouver Island Council of Women. Group shot taken on the 
steps of the Legislative Buildings, ca. 1895. photo courtesy of uBc press



When Christine Allen and I got to-
gether in the 1970s, she showed 

me an old Rolleifl ex camera in a bat-
tered leather case. It had belonged to 
her father James Jeff ery Allen, a member 
of  the Royal Australian Air Force who 
had been a navigator on RAF Welling-
ton bombers operating from airfi elds in 
England during WWII. He had met an 
Englishwoman, a dental assistant on the 
base, married her and had two daughters 
while somehow surviving three tours over 
Germany. On one sortie, with the fl oor 
of  the plane shot out and the instruments 
lost, he brought his crew back to England 
navigating by the stars, a feat that earned 
him a Distinguished Flying Cross.

J.J. Allen grew up in a comfortable 
home in Sydney and had just fi nished 
a degree in architecture when the war 
broke out. He trained as a navigator in 
Canada before arriving in England with 
his Rolleifl ex in his bag. It was an expen-
sive camera, bought used for him by his 
parents as new ones were simply out of  
reach. After one raid, he quipped to his 
wife that he hoped he never needed a re-

placement lens for it as his squadron had 
just bombed the Zeiss factory.

Christine and I experimented 
with the camera, shooting a few rolls of  
black-and-white fi lm, but found that it 
was barely working. It was certainly dif-
fi cult to use compared with the SLRs of  
that time, let alone the digital cameras of  
today. Back in the cupboard it went un-
til she decided to get it restored for our 
daughter, who had embarked on a career 
as a professional photographer in Sydney. 

Through contacts in the Vancou-
ver Historical Society, Christine found a 
man who restored vintage cameras in his 
home in Dunbar. I went along with her 
to pick it up, braving a greeting from the 
noisy Alsatian that guarded the basement 
entrance into his workshop. Not surpris-
ingly, Horst was German-Canadian, still 
with a slight accent despite immigrating 
to Canada as a boy in the 1950s. 

The Rolleifl ex was like new; Horst 
had even found an engraver to restore the 
worn brand name. We admired the oth-
er cameras on the shelves in his spotless 
workshop and were intrigued by his col-
lection of  hand-built model ships, includ-
ing German and Japanese battleships 
from WWII. And there was an oil por-

trait on the wall of  a young man in what 
was unmistakably a Wehrmacht uniform.

I asked him about it, telling him I 
have a similar portrait of  my Dad in his 
Canadian army uniform. It was his father, 
he said, killed in an RAF bombing raid 
as his regiment retreated into Germany 
early in 1945. We didn’t talk any further 
about the history of  the Rolleifl ex.

As for Christine’s father, he sur-
vived the European war and was dis-
patched with his crew to India where, on 
a layover, they volunteered to fl y a mission 
in a Dakota cargo plane. It crashed near 
Patna under mysterious circumstances, 
with most of  the crew killed. Jeff  lived for 
a week but succumbed to his burns.

He had secured a promise from his 
wife that if  anything happened to him 
she would move with their infant daugh-
ters to Australia, a country she had never 
seen. So Christine grew up in Australia 
with her mother and grandparents but 
no memory of  her father. 

A dozen years ago we visited his 
grave in an exquisitely tranquil war 
cemetery in the midst of  teeming Del-
hi. Dying at the age of  27, he had lived 
longer than most of  the other soldiers 
buried there.

a tale of one camera and Five countries

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

By Michael Kluckner

Jeff  Allen gesturing at his bulls-eye at the dartboard, England c. 1943.  pHotograpHEr 
unKnown

Jeff  Allen’s restored Rolleifl ex.  courtesy of 
MicHaEl KlucKnEr


