
Like many of  the students who enter her 
classroom, Laura Ishiguro graduated 

from high school thinking that she had to 
look beyond Canada for interesting stories 
about the past. But after she couldn’t get 
into the courses on Russian and Soviet his-
tory, she enrolled for a course that fit her 
schedule. It turned out to be a class on Ca-
nadian Indigenous History.

“It gripped me, and surprised me, 
and changed the way I saw the world,” 
she says. She went on to complete a 
PhD at University College London, 

working on the history of  colonialism in  
British Columbia. Today, she is an assis-
tant professor of  history at UBC, where 
she teaches courses on Canadian history 
and directs the Public History Initiative.

“One of  the things that really drives 
my work as a researcher and a teacher is a 
commitment to the histories of  so-called 
ordinary people,” she says. “I think it’s in-
credibly powerful to realize that all people 
reflect the moment that we’re in and we 
change the moment we’re in.” 

Ishiguro’s forthcoming book (UBC 
Press, 2019) is a detailed study on 2,000 
letters written by British settlers in BC to 
their families back home between 1858 

and 1914. The letters were written during 
a time when British immigrants were set-
tling on Indigenous land and establishing 
new political and social structures that priv-
ileged themselves over Indigenous people 
and non-Indigenous people of  colour. 

But Ishiguro found that the letters 
remain largely silent on these big themes 
that dominate the scholarship on this pe-
riod. Rarely, if  ever, do the authors touch 
on topics around Indigenous-settler rela-
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An unidentified group on Greer’s Beach in 1889, during the time when Sam Greer and his family lived in a cabin near the shoreline 
and Greer pursued his claim of ownership of Kitsilano and its beach area. PhotograPh by W.t. Dalton, CVa l-12-66.
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Vancouver Councillor Col-
leen Hardwick presented 

a motion to City Council on 
February 26th, “Declaring 
April 6th as Vancouver’s Of-
ficial Birthday.” This has been 
a matter on the minds of  some 
VHS members who would like 
to see us involved in a rein-
statement of  Vancouver Day. 
Councillor Hardwick’s motion 
noted that Vancouver Day was 
established in 1929, using June 13th, the day of  the Great 
Fire of  1886. It was celebrated until the end of  WWII. 
The Vancouver Pioneers Association also apparently cel-
ebrated Incorporation Day, April 6th, which has been 
the traditional hook for our own annual celebration. The 
City last celebrated with a birthday party in 2011, when it 
turned 125.

Her motion, which passed unanimously, resolved 
that civic institutions including the Museum of  Vancouver, 
the Vancouver Maritime Museum, and the H.R. MacMil-
lan Space Centre plan a free annual celebration, with the 
Vancouver flag to be raised in Vanier Park on April 6th. 
There will also be a proclamation read by the Mayor on 
that date, beginning this year on the City’s 133rd birthday.

A question for members: are you interested in be-
coming involved in such an event and, if  so, what do you 
think the VHS ought to do? We do have our own cele-
bration of  Incorporation Day on the 7th of  April at the 
University Golf  Club. Please buy your tickets as soon as 
possible – if  you like good old cash or cheque, you can get 
tickets from Scott and Amber at the March lecture. Alter-
natively, buy them online with a credit card – I just did it 
and it took about a minute!

*  *  *
Long-standing VHS members will recall Barbara 

Coles and will perhaps have noted her obituary in early 
February. Barbara was a microbiologist who volunteered 
for many years on the VHS board. Former president Bruce 
Watson recalled: “Barbara had an incredible wit and kept 
us all laughing with her dry sense of  humour.” RIP 

*  *  *
And a final note – the photograph of  Incorporation 

Day speaker George Garrett that ran in the last newsletter 
had a caption (by me) saying it was taken in 1962, which 
of  course is absurd because the Harbour Centre in the 
background wasn’t built until the late 1970s. We’ll go with 
1982 this time. 

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday, May 23, 2019 
When Labour Mattered: Twenty Years of Turburlence in the 

BC Labour Movement (1960-1980) 
Speaker: Rod Mickleburgh, Journalist

The British Columbia labour movement emerged after WWII as 
a provincial centre of  power and in the 1960s and 1970s directly 
challenged both the province’s Social Credit and New Democratic 
governments for political influence. Labour pushed back fiercely 
against the anti-labour policies of  WAC Bennett’s Social Credit 
government but also fought for influence over the Dave Barrett 
government, which in 1975 legislated the largest back-to-work or-
der in BC’s history. Newspapers hired labour specialists to report 
on and interpret the discord. This talk presents a first person per-
spective on twenty years of  labour turbulence in BC history.

Thursday April 25, 2019 
Waterfront Battles and the Squatters who fought them in 

1970s Vancouver 
Jean Walton, Professor of English, University of Rhode Island 

Two settlements on Vancouver’s waterfront fringes in the 1970s: 
Bridgeview, a working-class neighborhood on the south bank of  
the Fraser and the Maplewood Mudflats squatters, a counter- 
cultural village of  shacks on stilts on the city’s North Shore. From 
her literary non-fiction book Mudflat Dreaming, Jean positions 
settler society conflicts and ongoing questions about the dubious 
distinction between squatting and “legitimate” land ownership. 

upcoming speakers



tions, race, land and immigration policy. 
Instead they talk about the banal everyday 
things they were doing - what they were 
eating, where they went for a walk, their 
relationships with distant relatives. And 
over and over again, the authors of  the 
letters report having “nothing much to 
say” (so much so that she titled her book  
Nothing to Write Home About). 

Ishiguro argues that what is left out 
of  the letters is as critical as what gets said. 
For example, one set of  letters she studied 
revealed the correspondence between an 
English man and his relatives in Britain. 
The man, living in BC, was married to 

an Indigenous woman, but never revealed 
this to his family back at home. “You can 
track the way he maintained a relationship 
with his family in England by not telling 
them about his marriage,” she says.

For Ishiguro, part of  working on 
the history of  colonialism also means re-
flecting on her own family history and 
articulating her position as a hāfu (half  
Japanese) settler living and working on oc-
cupied Musqueam territory. “To be a set-
tler is to recognize that my ancestors came 
from elsewhere, and that we’ve come to 
this territory that was never surrendered, 
never ceded, never lost,” she says. “It’s im-
portant for me personally and in my pro-

fessional work, because it reminds me of  
who I am and what my perspective is.” 

Her upcoming talk to the VHS on 
March 28 looks at a legendary Vancouver 
story: the dramatic “Battle for Kitsilano” 
between Samuel Greer and the Canadian 
Pacific Railway Company. Both Greer 
and the CPR claimed the same land on 
English Bay and spent years trying to un-
dermine each other’s position through 
court cases, editorials and sabotage. Ishig-
uro will explore how the conflict – which 
ended in Greer shooting a Deputy Sheriff 
in September 1891 - sheds light on the his-
tory of  land, law, corruption, and colonial-
ism in the making of  Vancouver. 
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The Patterson home at Nob Hill, ca.1890. 
Left to right Fred Patterson, Emily and 
Willie Williams. CVa out P330 

Incorporation Day Luncheon
Celebrating the founding of the City of Vancouver on April 6, 1886

April 7, 2019 at the University Golf  Club
Tickets are available online at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca, for sale at the March lecture by cash or cheque or mail a 

cheque to Vancouver Historical Society, Box 3071, Vancouver V6B 3X6 with names to attend.

SPEAKER:  
“Intrepid Reporter” George Garrett

Mr. Garrett’s memoir, published by Harbour Books, will be available for sale at the event, with proceeds from the author’s 
portion of  the sale going to the Volunteer Cancer Drivers Society.

$40 members and their guests / $50 non-members
Door Prizes | Great Food | Award of  Merit presentation to Sun journalist John Mackie

Greer’s Beach, as it was then known, in 1904 when it was a popular camping spot, more than a decade after Sam Greer’s claim to “Kits 
Beach” ended in gunfire and imprisonment. Photo by PhiliP tiMMS, CVa 677-563



A recent enquiry from Lind-
say Ward, great grand-

daughter of  Cyril Aitken 
Tweedale, led a group of  his-
tory sleuths on a merry chase 
to fi nd “Kerrisdale Manor.”

Tweedale’s life is quite 
well documented. A Barr Col-
onist, he came to Vancouver 
early in the 20th century and 
became a player in the proper-
ty development game, erecting 
a variety of  buildings including 
an offi  ce block on East Hast-
ings and an apartment in the 
West End. A good overview of  
him appears on the westend-
vancouver.wordpress.com site 
in the Biographies section.

But there was a gap – 
photographs from about 1910 
in his scrapbook of  a property 
called “Kerrisdale Manor,” tak-
en at a time before the Munici-
pality of  Point Grey formalized 
its building permit and water 

connection records. Tweedale 
briefl y appeared in city direc-
tories on “Wilson Road” (41st 
Avenue), but where? I emailed 
a few historical researchers in 
town asking for assistance.

My guess was near Mac-
donald, where there were large 
properties (the Crofton Manor 
care home and Crofton House 
itself  are the survivors), but that 
led nowhere. Neville Hogsden 
unearthed some genealogi-
cal material and this critical 
clue: “The Vancouver Daily 
World on Nov 23rd, 1911 re-
ported that Cyril Tweedale 
sold a property to Harry W. 
Windle who intended to keep 
1.33 acres for himself  and di-
vide the rest into fourteen 33-
foot building lots. Harry W. 
Windle can be found in the 
1912 Henderson’s Street Di-
rectory at ‘The Manor Wilson 
Rd (Kerrisdale).’ He was asso-
ciated with British Canadian 
Securities, a land investment 
company and a subsidiary of  

Dominion Trust Company. 
Unfortunately the newspaper 
report didn’t specify the legal 
address of  the property.”

Using the Windle name, 
John Atkin solved the puzzle by 
fi nding the ad reproduced here 
with the property’s legal de-
scription. “Windle fi rst tried to 
sell the Manor as a 3-acre prop-
erty for $33,000 and then in 
November, since it hadn’t sold, 
he did the subdivision along 
41st and Balsam.” A later ver-
sion of  the ad corrects the “fi ve 
miles” to “fi ve minutes.”

As it happens, this 
cleared up a life-long mystery 
for me. When I was a kid with 
a paper route, there was a long 
driveway leading from 41st 
between the shops to a pseu-
do-Tudor apartment building 
facing 41st but set almost a 
block back. It must have been 
the replacement building for 
“The Manor.” In the middle 
of  the driveway at 41st was a 
sequoia tree. After years of  de-

cline – not surprising given the 
amount of  pavement covering 
its root system – the tree was 
cut down on March 3.

connection records. Tweedale Dominion Trust Company. 
Finding “Kerrisdale Manor”

SUPPORt tHe VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

“Kerrisdale Manor,” on 41st Avenue at Vine, c. 1910. The house was just southwest of the Vancouver Floral Company’s greenhouses at 
the modern corner of Yew and 40th Avenue, accounti ng for the barn in the background.  CollECtion oF linDSay WarD. 

Vancouver Daily World, June, 
1911  CollECtion oF linDSay WarD. 

By Michael Kluckner


