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The Sternwheeler Skeena in front of the Wigwam Inn, ca. 1912. PHOTO COURTESY VANCOUVER ARCHIVES LGN 546
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The Ferries of Indian Arm

reas along Indian Arm, such as
Deep Cove, Woodlands and Belcarra, were settled in the prosperous, preFirst World War years, when the middle
class were looking for summer retreats
not too far from the city. In those days
before roads and bridge access, the ferries were integral to the development of

March Speaker:
Ralph Drew

the area and helped to shape those communities along the water’s edge, serving
the permanent residents, summer guests,
and industry such as the logging camps,
the Buntzen Lake power stations and the
quarries.
“You can’t talk about settlement,
about commerce, about development
without boat access,” says Ralph Drew.
“The ferries are what allowed it all to
happen.”

It’s hard to imagine today, but in
those early years of the 20th century,
Harbour Navigation ferries had regular
runs up and down Indian Arm, from
Vancouver to the Wigwam Inn, and stops
in between all along the fjord. Canada’s
only fulltime floating post office travelled
up and down Indian Arm for over 60
years, and Madge Winfield was a familiar
CONTINUED INSIDE

NEXT MEETING: 7:30 P.M., Thursday, March 23, 2017 at the Museum of Vancouver

President’s Notes

T

he arrival of Spring
brings with it crocus, daffodils, and thoughts of our annual Incorporation Day luncheon, taking place this year
on April 2nd, four days before the City’s 131st birthday.
We have been very fortunate
to engage former mayor and
premier Mike Harcourt as our
speaker – his talk on his Vancouver will no doubt reflect
on his early activism in support of Kitsilano hippies and
Strathcona residents, his entry into and exit from politics,
and his thoughts of what the future ought to bring.
We hope you will get tickets (see the article opposite) and join us for a very entertaining and stimulating
afternoon. Alan Sung will be drawing tickets for prizes
of books both old and new, Duncan MacLeod from the
Maritime Museum will ring the bell of the Robert Kerr,
and everyone will have a great feed from the buffet table.
On another matter, every season brings thoughts
on the longevity of the spry, 81-year-old VHS, at least
for me and the board of directors. We have been extremely fortunate to have steadfast members, currently
numbering about 230, whose dues pay most of our fixed
costs – newsletter, room rental, insurance. Unusual for
such a small organization, we get a dividend each year
from the Vancouver Historical Fund, set up at the Vancouver Foundation in 1987 with $10,000 and added
to twice in the 1990s for a total of $60,000 – money
that came from various VHS projects, publications, and
member donations.
This Fund is now worth about $100,000 and has
paid $113,000 back to us over the past 30 years. It is our
rock. As reported in the January newsletter, we will also
begin to receive income next year from a fund established by Leonard McCann, further ensuring our future.
I bring this up because the board is considering
placing $50,000 of our accumulated donations and bequests, including about $34,000 given to the society 15
years ago from the estate of Doris Winterbottom, into
the Vancouver Historical Fund, which will pay us an annual amount rather than sitting in a term deposit awaiting use in projects. If any members feel they have an interest in this decision and would like to discuss it, please
contact me at the email below or by letter. A complete
accounting will of course be given at the Annual General Meeting in May.
Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com

Mayor Mike Harcourt, May 10, 1986. PHOTO COURTESY VANCOUVER
ARCHIVES 2011-010.2275.24

Annual Incorporation Day Luncheon

H

eld every year since 1965 to celebrate the city’s birthday
on April 6, 1886, this year our luncheon is on Sunday
April 2. Join us for an excellent buffet at the University Golf
Club, and enjoy the company of fellow members and guests.
Former Mayor and one-time Premier Mike Harcourt will speak
following some brief formalities, including the awarding of the
society’s annual Award of Merit. There are book prizes and
drinks to purchase in a beautiful springtime setting. Tickets: $40
for members / $45 for non-members and can be purchased at
our March lecture; by mail with a cheque to the VHS at P.O.
Box 3071, Vancouver BC V6B 3X6; or through our website
http://www.vancouver-historical-society.ca/.
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sight as skipper of the Sea Biscuit, a floating grocery store.
These are just a few of the stories
in Drew’s books: the 544-page Forest &
Fjord: The History of Belcarra (2013),
and Ferries & Fjord: The History of Indian Arm (2015).

‘‘

You can’t talk about
settlement, about
commerce, about
development without
boat access. The
ferries are what
allowed it to happen.”
—Ralph Drew

But even after two hefty books,
Drew says he is a reluctant writer.
“I never decided to be an author,”
he says. “I started writing local history
stories for our local newsletter, and I kept
thinking that somebody should write these
down. After a couple of years, I started to
realize that the somebody was me.”

As a kid, Burnaby-raised Drew
would bike out to Bedwell Bay on the
only road that leads to Belcarra. He
moved there in 1974, and has been the
mayor for 34 years. Belcarra, the smallest
municipality out of the 21 that comprise
Metro Vancouver, has a population of
around 700.
Drew’s first book on the history of
the area took 10 years to research and
write. He was rewarded with the Lieutenant-Governor’s Gold Medal for historical
writing, and Drew says it was all the motivation he needed to write a second book.
“I love historical research,” he says.
“It’s a bit like a detective story– p u t ting the pieces together and seeing how
big events such as wars greatly affected
things.”
In addition to the hundreds of
hours spent at the Vancouver Public Library’s Special Collections and at Vancouver Archives, Drew spent three years
boating up and down Indian Arm taking
photos of the pictographs that are painted on the rock faces along Indian Arm.
You can see the photographs in Ferries
& Fjord.
– Eve Lazarus

New VHS Members
Paul Dixon
Bill Stovin

Evelyn Mcginley
Janet Leduc

Queen’s Park Field Trip – Sunday April 23

M

embers are invited to join the
VHS and tour leader Lynda
Maeve Orr for an afternoon at New
Westminster’s Queen’s Park. Lynda, a
long-time resident of New Westminster,
is a former programmer at Burnaby
Village Museum and a part time
tour guide for the New Westminster
Museum. The 75-acre Queen’s Park
was established in 1887, and over
the years has hosted a Provincial
Exhibition, a zoo, horse races, May
Day celebrations, rugby, soccer and
lacrosse. We’ll be meeting at the Main
Gate at First Street and Third Avenue

in New Westminster at 2:00 p.m. To
sign up please email info@vancouverhistorical-society. If that is not possible,
phone Bob McDonald at 604-8273622. 		
— Eve Lazarus

Upcoming Speakers
The VHS invites everyone to attend our
monthly talks. Admission for non-members
is by donation. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut Street
(in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth
Thursday of every month except June, July,
August and December.

Thursday, April 27, 2017
Historic Clan and Association
Buildings of Vancouver’s Chinatown
Speaker: John Atkin and City Planning
staff involved in Chinatown

Chinatown’s historic clan and associations buildings are a unique
heritage resource in the city of Vancouver. As Chinatown evolves these
structures provide the continuous
thread of history in the community.
Built in an era when mutual support
was a necessary and needed part
of life for the city’s Chinese immigrants, the buildings reflected the
architecture of southern China.
Thursday May 25, 2017
Morag Maclachlan’s Legacy: the
untold story of Noel Annance
Speaker: Jean Barman, author/historian

Jean Barman’s latest book: Abenaki
Daring: The Life and Writings of
Noel Annance, 1792-1869 tells the
story of an Indigenous man who
was caught between two worlds. He
was too indigenous to be accepted
in the fur trade, and too highly educated to fit in on his return home in
1834. Noel Annance used his writing skills to show the government
the Indigenous people’s plight in a
Canada.

Graham Walker standing where the 1915 murder took place near Willow and 6th. PHOTO COURTESY GRAHAM WALKER.

The Unsolved Murder of Special Constable Charles Painter

L

ast year, Constable Graham Walker
of the Metro Vancouver Transit
Police was asked to research the history for their 10-year anniversary. Graham promptly fell down the rabbit hole
and his journey has taken him to UBC
Special Collections, City of Vancouver
Archives, BC Hydro Archives, and the
Vancouver Police Museum. Walker’s first
surprise was that the history of transit
police goes back far longer than 2005
when a recommendation by the BC Association of Chiefs of Police led to the
creation of the Transit Police. In fact, the
earliest record showing the appointment
of a special constable for the BC Electric
Railway dates back to 1904.
While doing his research, Walker
uncovered a 100-year-old murder mystery in war-time Vancouver.
On March 19, 1915, Charles
Painter, 34, was working the night shift
for BCER. The special constable was
patrolling the railway tracks at Sixth Avenue and Willow Street when he saw a
man carrying a bag of what he thought
was wire stolen from the overhead trol-

ley wire. He struggled with the thief, who
managed to get his gun, and Painter was
shot in the stomach with his own weapon.
“Everything comes full circle,” says
Walker who is also 34. “I’ve worked overtime shifts myself where we were going
up and down Fraser Street looking for
trolley wire thieves.”
Nowadays, transit police work foot
patrol in pairs for protection, but in 1915
Charles was alone, and wandered for
about an hour before he found help. He
was able to give a statement to police, but
later died from blood poisoning.
There’s not much known about
Painter. Walker found out that he was
born in 1881 in Ireland, and had served
in the British Army before coming to
Canada in 1908.
“They didn’t have any suspects at
first, but a few years later there was an
article in the Province saying this man
Frank Van der Heiden was being tried
in Seattle for murdering two people and
was of interest in the murder of Charles
Painter,” says Walker. According to the
article, Van der Heiden, who had been in

Vancouver at the time of Painter’s murder, told a soldier he was locked up with
that he was responsible for the constable’s
death. Van der Heiden was caught with
a large sum of cash, and the money was
believed to have been provided by the
German government for the purpose of
persuading soldiers to desert.
Painter’s murder remains unsolved,
and his death went unrecognized until
Walker and his research. Now his name
has been added to the Honour Roll of
the British Columbia Law Enforcement
Memorial in Victoria, “Something we
struggle with at our work place is lack of
history and culture and you look at Victoria and New Westminster and they have
this proud heritage,” he says. “To have
this now is important.”
There will be a memorial ceremony for
Special Constable Charles Painter on March 21,
2017 at 11:00 am at Mountain View Cemetery. The Transit Police Professional Association
has arranged for the installation of a new stone
marker which will be dedicated at the ceremony to
mark the 102nd anniversary of his death.

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca

– Eve Lazarus

