
This summer we are excited to 
present to our members two very 

unusual tours which will both take 
place outside the City of Vancouver. 
The first is a tour of a century-old 
fishing village near Richmond, and we 
will meet at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday 
July 9. 

            Finn Slough is a historic fishing 
village located on the south arm of the 
Fraser River in Richmond. Finnish 
fishers and farmers are responsible for 
the initial settlement, going back more 
than a century. The buildings at Finn 
Slough are described as dynamic and 
organic vernacular architecture. 
           
Finn Slough itself is a wetland that 
brings water and land together and 
supportively. The slough is tidal and 
supports growing young fish before 
they move down river to the less secure 
environment of ocean. There is a huge 
diversity of plant and animal life at 
Finn Slough. (Bring your binoculars!)

An invitation from the people of Finn 
Slough to members of the Vancouver 
Historical Society for a visit to their 
community is indeed a rare privilege.  
Access is by car to the southern end of 
Number 4 Road in Richmond, where it 
intersects with Dyke Road.  There is no 
public transit in the area. People 
should gather to the west of the 
intersection where one will find city 

parking at the dog park area. A 15 
minute walk from there to the 
slough will provide opportunity for 
conversation about Finnish history 
and the area’s natural history.
VHS members are encouraged to see 
the excellent web site for Finn Slough 
at www.finnslough.com.

Burnaby’s beautiful Deer Lake 
Park will be the setting for the 

society’s summer exploration tour. Join 
Burnaby Planner and BC historian and 
author Jim Wolf for a grand tour of this 
fascinating 200-acre park to discover 
the Edwardian estates and historic 
landscapes that have been protected 

and conserved by the City of Burnaby. 
The park has many stories to tell that 
connect with some of Vancouver’s most 
celebrated poets, politicians, business 
leaders and architects. Bring your 
walking shoes and be prepared for a 
two hour walk around the park.

Please meet Jim at the entrance to 
Burnaby Village Museum, 6501 Deer 
Lake Avenue (corner of Canada Way & 
Sperling Avenue). 

Going by car: Take Hwy1 to exit 
33, head to Canada Way, turn left 
on Canada Way, right on Deer Lake 

Field Trips: Finn Slough and Deer Lake
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Finn Slough is the last of what were once dozens of fishing shantytowns 
that dotted the shore of the Fraser River. 

on Saturday, July 9, 10pm & Saturday, August 13 at 2pm

Next Meeting at 7:30 P.M., Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016 at Museum of Vancouver
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We mourn the loss 
of our friend and 

colleague Jim McGraw, 
who died last month after a 
prolonged illness. Jim was 
the newsletter editor for many 
years and contributed the 
“Peek into the Past” feature 
for the back page – his last 
one appears in this issue. 

We will never forget his 
insightful articles, his 
ability to extract interesting 
details from old photos and 
explain them clearly, and his 
dedication to the VHS. He was an inspiration to all of us as he 
continued to craft the newsletter, including most of this one, 
into his final days. Rest in peace Jim.

Our two tours this summer, of Finn Slough in 
Richmond and the Deer Lake heritage area in 
Burnaby, reflect the diversity of the Lower Mainland 
a century ago. One is obviously an enclave of wealth 
in a rural setting – like a Country Life magazine 
feature in Britain. The other harks back to dreams 
of economic opportunity in the New World for 
impoverished immigrants.

Their respective sagas of preservation are equally 
different. Deer Lake became a showpiece of 
municipally managed heritage in a city that lacked 
the intact “heritage” neighbourhoods of adjoining 
New Westminster and Vancouver. “Fairacres,” now 
the Burnaby Art Gallery, is a case in point.

Like most early (and recent) wealthy Vancouverites, 
Henry Ceperley made his fortune in real estate. 
“Fairacres” was something of a retirement project 
for him, completed when he was in his early 60s; 
ten years later, in 1921, he listed his address as the 
Vancouver Club on Hastings Street, and his house 
had become the property of former Vancouver 
mayor Frederick Buscombe. As with some of the big 
Shaughnessy Heights properties, “Fairacres” became 
a white elephant for any “normal” family but was 
useful as a religious retreat until Burnaby purchased 
it in 1966.

Finn Slough is completely different, the last relic 
of the squatters’ communities that once dotted the 
shorelines of Burrard Inlet, False Creek and the 
Fraser River. The prolonged struggle between its 
residents (who are technically squatters), a private 
property owner, and the City of Richmond involves 
old land surveys, an island that was left off the 
Agricultural Land Reserve, and violations of the 
city’s building code and environmental regulations. 
The dispute has evolved into a kind of peaceful 
standoff. Finn Slough is a magnet for photographers 
and sketchers, with its own annual art show at the 
Richmond Art Gallery, as well as being a piece of 
fragile ecosystem along the increasingly groomed 
shoreline of B.C.’s largest river. If you ever dreamed 
of a kind of pioneer lifestyle, this tour will show you 
how it still exists in the 21st century.

Michael Kluckner, President
michaelkluckner@vancouver-historical-society.ca

President’s Notes Deer Lake and Finn Slough Field Trips   

We Say Farwell to Our Friend, Jim McGraw
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Avenue.  Parking is free at this location or nearby on Sperling 
Avenue, Deer Lake Beach parking lot or Shadbolt Centre for the 
Arts. Going by public transit: Bus 144,123, or 129.

Tours are free for VHS members, $10 for non-members, payable at 
the start. Limited to 20 people. Please pre-register before the tour 
date by emailing info@vancouver-historical-society.ca or leaving a 
message with your name, phone number and/or email address at the 
VHS Information Line 604-878-9140.

The Ceperley mansion at Deer Lake in Burnaby about 
1914, photographed for the booklet “Beautiful Homes”.

Photo: City of Vancouver Archives, AM1519-: PAM Und. 831

Jim with his wife, Grace
Photo: Courtesy of Jim’s family.



other restaurants as well, buying the Golden Gate Restaurant 
in 1934, which he would operate until the late 1940s. 

In another Lisa Smedman 
interview with The 
Courier, Peter’s son 
Basil says his father was 
an early proponent of 
healthy living. He didn’t 
own a car and walked 
everywhere. He would 
also go for his daily swim 
in English Bay regardless 
of the weather. He would 
usually walk down to 
Stanley Park between the 
lunch and dinner shifts at 
the restaurant. 

Peter’s friends called him “The General” or just Pete. It was 
in 1920 while with a group of friends on New Year’s Day that 
Peter invited them to join him for his daily swim. A few did 
and a Vancouver tradition was born — the New Year’s Day 
Polar Bear Swim.

Peter died in 1971 at the age of 70. His son operated the Peter 
Pan Cafe for a number of years before it fi nally closed after 
about 45 years in business.

Upcoming Speakers 

The VHS invites everyone (including non-members) 
to attend our monthly talks. The talks are free and 
are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut 
Street (close to Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the 
fourth Thursday of every month except June, July, 
August, December). 

Thursday, Sept. 22, 2016, 7:30 P.M.
Made in B. C: Eight Ways of Making Culture
Speaker: Maria Tippett
Is there such a thing as a British Columbia culture, 
or a culture that has evolved uniquely within the 
province? And if so, is there anything special about 
it? Prolifi c author and scholar, Dr. Maria Tippett 
answers this question by discussing the lives of 
eight cultural producers among who are the play-
wright, George Ryga, the First Nations’ artist, Bill 
Reid, the composer, Jean Coulthard, the writer 
Martin Grainger and the architect, Arthur Erick-
son. The speaker will consider the extent to which 
the British Columbia landscape and the culture of 
the First Nations’ people has informed what these 
people have produced. Tippett will also consider 
how the reputations of her eight subjects were made, 
variously, through chance and luck, social standing 
and self-promotion, and travel and external cultural 
infl uences.

Thursday, Oct. 27, 2016, 7:30 P.M.
Direct Action: Left Wing Activism in the 1970s & 
1980s
Speaker: Eryk Martin
Vancouver from the time of its incorporation has 
always exhibited a strong social and labour activ-
ism. By the end of the twentieth century the city had 
become a radical epicenter and, as such, a critical 
component in the development of radical social-
movement activism. An outgrowth of this, Direct 
Action, saw the creation of a clandestine, guerrilla 
force, actions about which the speaker will examine 
to refl ect on a much larger and longer pattern of 
left-wing activism in the 1970s and 1980s. The talk, 
based on the speaker’s doctoral dissertation, will 
highlight a side of Vancouver about which people 
know little, while making connections between Van-
couver and wider world of radical politics, from San 
Francisco, to Paris, London and beyond.

Hotel Vancouver Holiday Menu from 1891 

Pantages’ Peter Pan Cafe

Welcome New & 
Returning VHS Members
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Unidentifi ed wedding party at Peter Pan Cafe Thursday, 
June 11, 1936. 

Photo: Stuart Thompson, City of Vancouver Archives CVA 99-4903

Peter Pantages (left) preparing 
for the Polar Bear Swim on 

January 1, 1939
Photo: Major Matthews, City of Vancouver 

Archives CVA 371-836
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Over the years, many Vancouverites have crossed the 
threshold of the Peter Pan Cafe just south of Theatre 

Row or Granville Street downtown. 

This photo was taken on May 30th, 1934, with the 
owner, managers and staff proudly posing in front of the 
new Peter Pan Cafe at 1180 Granville Street between 
Helmcken and Davie. According to newspaper accounts, 
quite a few people came by to visit the new premises.

One of the few 24-hour restaurants in the city at the time, 
the Peter Pan had already made a name for itself since 
opening in 1929 at an earlier location just north of here at 
1138 Granville.

The old location was next to the Rialto Hotel while the 
new location was next to the Martinique Hotel (the hotel 
sign is just to the left of the cafe in the photo). 

The restaurant was a popular spot to celebrate birthdays, 
anniversaries or any other special event, not to mention 
just enjoying lunches, dinners or a late snack after the 
theatre.

The man who established the Peter Pan was Peter Basil 
Pantages (at the far right in the photo), a Greek emigrant 
who opened the original restaurant about 10 years after 
arriving in Vancouver. 

The Pantages name was already familiar to Vancouverites 
as a vaudeville venue on Hastings Street. Peter’s uncle 
Alexander opened the Pantages Theatre in 1908 after 
opening three theatres in Seattle, where he also made his 
home. Several nephews came to Vancouver to help manage 
Alexander’s theatres. (A second Pantages theatre also on 
Hastings would open in 1917.) Peter was another nephew 
who arrived in Vancouver by way of Illinois. 
According to Lisa Smedman’s Immigrants: Stories of 
Vancouver’s People, Peter was listed in the 1920 directory 
as an usher presumably at one of the theatres. Apparently 
Peter took to the restaurant business because three years 
later he was involved with the Moonlight Cafe. For two 
years in the late 1920s he also worked as a waiter at two 
other restaurants before fi nally opening the Peter Pan, 
which he ran with his brothers. He would be involved with 
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Peter Pan Cafe owners and staff. 
Photo: Stuart Thompson, City of Vancouver Archives CVA 99-4420


