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 Next Meeting: Thursday, September 24 at 7:30 pm at the Museum of Vancouver

Summer Field Trips: Scalpels and Sins

One of the most unique museums in 
Vancouver opens its doors to VHS 
members as part of our summer field 
trip series. The Bowmer-Shoebotham 
Museum of Military Medicine — open 
only by appointment — will host VHS 
members (who have signed up) for a 
free tour on Monday, July 20 at 10:00 

am. The museum features a large col-
lection of military-medical memora-
bilia including surgical instruments, 
uniforms, medals, photos and more.

While the tour is now officially full, 
you can still get on our “reserve” list. 
If anyone who has already signed up 

and can’t make it, we will then go to 
our reserve list. Please call the VHS 
Info-Line (604-878-9140) to put your 
name on the reserve list. 

For our second summer field trip, there 
are still a few spaces available for the 
Vancouver Police Museum’s “Sins of 
the City” walking tour, on Saturday, 
August 15, 2009 at 10:00am. This tour 
is free for members of the VHS but 
limited in the number of people we can 
accommodate. Learn about vice in the 
early days while exploring some of the 
oldest parts of the city.

Our guide will regale us with stories 
about bootleggers, prohibition, and the 
often-quirky evolution of liquor laws 
(and their enforcement); the develop-
ment of the early drug trade and the 
surprising origins of Canada’s narcotic 
laws; racial and labour tension boiling 
over into demonstrations, riots, and 
murder; the evolution of the sex trade, 
from brothels to streetwalkers; and 
the city’s considerable predilection for 
gambling.

Participants are also invited to visit the 
Police Museum on the day of the tour 
at no additional charge. The Police 
Museum building — a municipally des-
ignated heritage structure built in 1932 
— once housed the both the Coroner’s 
Court and the City Analyst’s Labora-

tory. The Museum collects objects, 
photographs and archival materials 
related to the history of policing in 
Vancouver and the forensic sciences. 
Objects in the museum date from the 
1870s to the present day.

To reserve your space, please call 
the VHS Info-Line (604-878-9140) 
before July 31, 2009. You will receive 
confirmation within 48 hours, and a 
reminder-call about a week before the 
tour date. Details will then be given as 
to the starting point of the tour. We ask 
participants to wear comfortable walk-
ing shoes, as the tour is approximately 
two hours in duration and covers about 
10 blocks.

Scott Anderson



 PREZNOTES

Welcome New Members
Sandra M. Scott                          David J. Harlow

Help Needed

We have just finished another great season and 
will be taking a much deserved break for June, 
July and August. But don’t let this stop you.

During this period, the VHS has two great field 
trips lined up. If you missed the sign up for the 
July 20th Bowmer-Shoebotham Museum of Mili-
tary Medicine visit or our August 15th Sins of the 
City tour, you might want to check out both on 
your own. 

You might also take a stroll down to Devonian 
Park and try to imagine the Hawaiians working 
their gardens or sport’ fans cheering on their team 
at the Denman Arena. While there, take a wander 
over to Hallelujah Point in Stanley Park and try to 
visualize the busy lives of the early settlers there. 

Check out the beautifully restored Pennsylvania 
Hotel at 412 Carrall Street, a project which also 
won a City of Vancouver Heritage Award.  It will 
also be the subject of our September talk. 

Check out Lisa Smedman’s Vancouver: Stories of 
a City another Heritage Award winner. Take it with 
you as a guide when you wander around “old” 
Vancouver on your discovery stroll. You might try 
some back alley walking and compare the historic 
remains in the back with the modern facades in the 
front. That is always an eye opener.

If it is a rainy day, check out the Roundhouse in 
Yaletown, the newly re-opened Museum of An-
thropology, Chuck Davis’ website or even the 
VHS website to see what your Society has been 
doing for the last 73 years. 

If you are more adventurous, drive out to Fort 
Langley and see what Parks Canada has done. Or, 
if you are driving south through Vancouver, Wash-
ington, check out the faithful American restoration 
of the old Hudson’s Bay Company administrative 
centre, Fort Vancouver. 

Whatever you do, have fun.  Happy history hunt-
ing. 

Bruce Watson

At a recent council meeting, Teedie Kagume of Powell River 
was appointed archivist for the BC Historical Federation. She 
would like to get a set of BC Historical News /BC History for 
her use. If any long-time members of the Vancouver Histori-
cal Society would like to downsize their collections and find 
good homes for their back issues, please send an e-mail to the 
VHS Newsletter Editor at jmcgraw@vancouver-historical-
society.ca. The Federation’s Publications Committee, chaired 
by Jacqueline Gresko, will be happy to arrange to pick them 
up.

New VHS Executive
The 2009 Annual General Meeting was held on May 28, 
2009 with reports given by the President, Membership 
Chairperson, Archivist and Treasurer. The newly elected 
2009-2010 VHS Executive is:

    Officers:
President:  Bruce M. Watson
Vice-President: Larry Wong
Secretary:   Jean Wilson
Treasurer:  Paul Flucke

    Directors:
Members at Large: Scott Anderson

Chuck Davis
Elizabeth Hawkins

    Jim McGraw
    Jean Mann

We thank Jacqueline Gresko and Lisa Smedman for their 
productive contributions during their time on the Execu-
tive. We also look forward to another fruitful year and thank 
the membership for their enthusiastic support.

Bruce M. Watson
 



Accomodating Travellers Over the Years
The VHS’ upcoming talk on the historic Pennsylvania Hotel 
at Carrall and Hastings inspired us to look at other hotels in 
the city’s past because a lot of local history happened inside 
these places. An example: when humorist Mark Twain came 

to Vancouver to speak in August, 1895 he came down with 
a severe cold and had to take to his bed . . . in the Hotel 
Vancouver. A famous photograph shows him laid up at the 
hotel and chatting with writers from the local newspapers. 
(This was, of course, the first of the three Hotels Vancouver. 
It was at the southwest corner of Granville and Georgia, 
where the TD tower and Sears are today.)        

The Pennsylvania itself has a long history: it opened in 1906 
as the Woods Hotel, an opulent establishment featuring an 
electric elevator and a San Francisco chef. The neighbour-
hood was a little more ‘tony’ than it is today. The Woods 
was later renamed the Rainbow Hotel, then in 1991 the 
Portland, and now — as the Pennsylvania — is a welcome 
home for low-income residents of the Downtown Eastside. 
(The original architect, William Whiteway, gave us several 
other buildings, including the Old Sun Tower.)          

We’ve had hotels here for more than 150 years. In 1858 a 
man named Oliver Hocking built the Brighton Hotel at what 
is now the foot of Windermere Street.  Three stages stopped 
daily, and a coachman announced arrivals with a bugle blast. 
In March 1869 he sold the hotel to Maxie Michaud . . . who 
had walked here from Montreal. Maxie changed the name 
to the Hastings Hotel.          

A new Brighton Hotel had appeared by 1886, this one run 
by George Black. An advertisement for it appeared Janu-
ary 15, 1886 in the first issue of The Vancouver Herald, 
the city’s first newspaper. “This fine and commodious new 
Hotel,” the ad read, “has been recently completed, and 

is furnished with every convenience for the comfort of 
guests. The situation and accommodations are unsurpassed 
on Burrard Inlet, which has become the most fashionable 
WATERING-PLACE in British Columbia. The prospect is 
charming, the sea breezes are invigorating, and the facilities 
for Boating and Bathing are excellent. . . The Bar is entirely 
detached from the main building. First-class stabling and 
feed for horses. Buses to and from New Westminster twice 
a day.”          

We think those “buses” would be what we’d call stage-
coaches.          

The names of early hotels in Vancouver now crowd thickly 
into view: the Victoria, the London, the Windsor, the West, 
the Palace, the Irving, the Melbourne, the Ivanhoe, the 
Patricia . . . all before 1910. Vancouver was entering a 
boom time, and in 1912 — the most effervescent year of 
the young city’s existence — we welcomed the Stratford, 
the Shamrock, Walter, Hampton, Victor, Maple, New 

World, Savoy, and no fewer than 19 others (although some 
of them, all listed in the 1912 city directory, may have been 
older.) But, also in 1912, arose one name we immediately 
recognize: the Sylvia.          

But in 1912 the Sylvia was not a hotel, but an apartment 
building. It was owned by Abraham Goldstein, and named 
in honour of his 12-year-old daughter Sylvia. Not until the 
Great Depression would it be converted to a hotel. (In 1986 
the  ivy-covered 
walls of this West 
End landmark were 
joined by a modern 
apartment tower de-
signed by architect 
Richard Henriquez 
to echo the original 
1912 design.)         

A year after the Syl-
via opened the St. 
Regis threw open 
its doors. The man 
who built it, one P. 
Roberts, thought his 
wife might like to run a hotel. It opened March 15, 1913 in 
an upscale part of town. During the 1940s and ’50s the St. 
Regis turned into a sportsman’s hotel, and visiting hockey 
greats crowded its lobby. The hotel, at 602 Dunsmuir, re-
cently underwent an $11 million renovation... but has not yet 
answered the question: Who the heck was St. Regis?

St. Regis in 1940
Photo: Leonard Frank, VPL 4290



One of the city’s greatest buildings — now, alas, gone — was 
the second Hotel Vancouver. Construction began in 1913, 
and would take more than two years. It opened in 1916 and 
Vancouver fell in love with this beautiful building — ar-
chitect Francis Swales — with its echo of the glory of the 
Italian Renaissance . Distinguished guests drove up to the 

hotel sheltered by a lofty porte-cochere and swept into an 
elegant lobby where the city’s (and the world’s) elite were 
frequently seen. Actress Ethel Barrymore was once spot-
ted smoking a cigar in the lobby! Winston Churchill stayed 
there, as did Sarah Bernhardt, the great dancer Pavlova, and 
the great ball player Babe Ruth. A spacious and airy roof 
garden, 228 feet above the street, was the scene of frequent 
social gatherings and teas. The hotel’s famous Spanish Grill 
would be the scene, in 1935, of radio broadcasts by Mart 
Kenney and his Western Gentlemen.          

The life of the second Hotel Vancouver was short. During 
the Second World War it served as an administrative centre, 
then briefly as a hostel for returning servicemen (who had 
occupied the building in anger at the lack of housing for 
them), and was finally demolished in 1949.          

Construction had started on the current Hotel Vancouver in 
1929, but the Depression drove a stake into the heart of the 
project and it sat unfinished for 10 years. Happily, when this 
handsome chateau-style building finally opened in 1939 it 
had, as two of its earliest guests, King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth, the Queen Mother.             

Another of the city’s great hotels, the Georgia, opened 
May 7, 1927. This handsome hostelry deserves a book of 
its own, and it has it: in 1998 Sean Rossiter gave us a lav-
ishly-illustrated and anecdote-packed history of the place: 

The Hotel Georgia: A Vancouver Tradition. The celebrities 
who stayed there included Edward, Prince of Wales (later 
the abdicating King Edward VIII), John Barrymore, John 
Wayne, Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Frank Sinatra, Nat ‘King’ 
Cole (who integrated the hotel), Marlene Dietrich, Kather-
ine Hepburn and Beatrice Lillie. My favourite story in the 
book tells of the sharp-witted Lillie sailing into her room 
followed by a flock of reporters and spotting a pigeon on the 
window sill. She opened the window and asked the pigeon, 
“Any messages?”            

Then there was the Devonshire, next door to the Georgia. It 
opened in 1925 and although it never had quite the cachet of 
the Vancouver and the Georgia, it was a prominent part of 
the city’s skyscape until July 5, 1981, when it was brought 
down in a spectacular controlled explosion. The main branch 
of HSBC stands there now.          

We’ve saved a sentimental favourite to the last: the Gros-
venor Hotel went up in 1913, built by a gentleman named 
Edgar Baynes.  He 
was a partner with 
Alfred Horie in the 
construction com-
pany that built the 
Grosvenor in 1913. 
A severe economic 
depression hit B.C. 
just as the hotel was 
completed, and the 
client couldn’t af-
ford to keep it up. 
The Baynes fam-
ily took over the 
hotel, and operated 
it successfully for 
many decades. Ed-
gar Baynes, bless 
his heart, provided 
a meeting place 
in the Grosvenor 
for the Vancouver 
Historical Society 
for many years free 
of charge.          

But where are the Westin Bayshore, the Pan Pacific, the 
Fairmont Waterfront, the Four Seasons,  Hyatt Regency, 
Sutton Place, Century Plaza, the Loden, L’Hermitage, the 
Metropolitan and on and on? Ah, perhaps that’s for the 
next time.

Chuck Davis

Looking east on Georgia from Hornby in 1927. Starting from 
left: the Devonshire Hotel,  Hotel Georgia, the Bay in the dis-
tance and the second Hotel Vancouver on the right.

Photo: W.J. Moore, City of Vancouver Archives Str P387

Grosvenor Hotel on Howe just 
south of Georgia.

Photo: BC Archives I-82785



Upcoming Speakers & EventsVancouver Summers Past

Thank you...    
...to the fourteen VHS members and friends who made do-
nations totaling $720 during March, April and May.  Our 
membership fees have remained unchanged for the past ten 
years,  so such “over and above” gifts are a big help!

Picnic at Stanley Park with Vancouver Waterworks Company 
house in the background  c1890.

Photo: City of Vancouver Archives SGN 1758

Bathers enjoying the sun at Kitsilano Beach in 1912.
Photo: W.J. Moore, City of Vancouver Archives SGN 1016

The VHS invites everyone (including non-members) 
to attend our monthly talks. The talks are free and are 
held at the Museum of Vancouver, 1100 Chestnut Street 
(close to Vanier Park) at 7:30 pm on the fourth Thursday 
of every month (unless noted). Special events may be 
held at other times for which there may be a fee.  

Thursday, September 24, 2009
Saving the Pennsylvania Hotel
Speaker: Tom Laviolette
A joint event with Heritage Vancouver spotlights this 
historic hotel and its renovation. Known as the Woods 
Hotel when it opened in 1906, it was an opulent estab-
lishment featuring modern advancements like an electric 
elevator.   

Thursday, October 22, 2009
The Photos of Otto Landauer & Leonard Frank
Speaker: Molly Winston
A photographic journey through Vancouver’s era of 
bridge construction, collapse and renewal between 1895 
and 1980.

Thursday, November 26, 2009
Stories from Vancouver’s Favourite Bandleader
Speaker: Dal Richards
Now in his early 90s, Dal has spent a lifetime entertain-
ing with his big band. It will be a wonderful evening of 
Vancouver memories, stories and more, moderated by 
Chuck Davis.

Thursday, January 28, 2010
History of Public Health in Vancouver
Speaker: Dr. John Blatherwick
From the pandemic of 1918 to the “bird” flu of a few 
years ago — Vancouver’s former Chief Medical Officer 
delves into how the city’s public health services have 
developed to protect residents and visitors. 

Thursday, February 25, 2010
Granville Street’s Jewel, the Orpheum Theatre
Speaker: Chuck Davis
The spotlight shines on the theatre that was Canada’s 
largest vaudeville house when it opened in 1927. Hear 
the story of the building, the builders, the performers, 
and much more. 



The Archdiocese of Vancouver is a very big place. It runs 
from the 49th parallel to just south of Prince George . . . and 
includes McGuckin’s Folly! (Explanation in a moment.) 
Thanks to Jacqueline Gresko, we now have a history of its 
first 100 years. Dr. Gresko spoke to the Vancouver Historical 
Society on May 28, a talk linked to her new book Traditions 
of Faith and Service, which celebrates 
the Archdiocese’s centennial. 

The fact that three of the archbish-
ops who served this immense area 
came from the Maritimes gave 
Dr. Gresko her talk’s subtitle: The 
Contributions of Maritimers. They 
are: Archbishop Neil McNeil, born 
in Hillsborough, NS, who served from 
1910-1912; Archbishop Timothy 
Casey, born in Flume Ridge, NB, who 
served from 1912-1931, and Arch-
bishop William Mark Duke, who 
served from 1931-1965 and was 
born in St. John, NB. Says a Knights 
of Columbus web site: “During his 
33-year tenure [1931-1964] as sixth 
Archbishop of Vancouver, [Arch-
bishop Duke] was deeply respected 
by all who knew him and worked 
with him in the city.” 

Let us share with you one delightful story from Dr. Gresko’s 
talk concerning His Excellency Archbishop Duke. He was, 
apparently, a stickler for the formalities. He insisted, for 

example, that any priest coming to see him be dressed in 
a Prince Albert coat. This was a formal black jacket that 
extended down to a point between the hips and the knees, 
and was much rarer in BC than it was in NB! It was also 
costly . . . for a priest. Local priests were in a quandary. 
What to do? One of them came up with a solution to the 

problem: they shared their resources, 
bought one Prince Albert coat and kept 
it on the Archbishop’s front porch. Then, 
whoever visited His Excellency needed 
only to pick the coat up and slip it on as 
he rang the doorbell. Duke knew about 
the ruse, of course, but he apparently 
also had a sense of humor. And, oh, yes: 
“McGuckin’s folly.” We know it bet-
ter as Holy Rosary Cathedral. In 1898 
Father J.M. McGuckin, OMI (Oblate 
Mary Immaculate) decided the growing 
city of Vancouver needed a larger and 
permanent church. The Church of Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary opened in 1900 
. . . and put the parish waaaay into debt. 
Dr. Gresko told us the debt was not fully 
paid off until 1953 when the church 
was consecrated by Archbishop Duke, 
37 years after the church had become a 
cathedral in 1916.

Dr. Gresko paid tribute to Anthea Seles, the diocesan archi-
vist, who was present at the talk.

Chuck Davis
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“McGuckin’s Folly” c1901
Photo: R. Trueman, City of Vancouver Archives Ch P92


