
West Vancouver has a unique place 
in the history of  this area as a mu-

nicipality almost purely residential, with 
no industry beyond a long-vanished can-
nery and some early milling operations 
along the foreshore. North Vancouver 
was working class and industrial; West 
Vancouver was posh, dominated in liv-
ing memory by the British Properties and 
the cliché (untrue) that it was “the richest 
postal code in Canada.” 

As Francis Mansbridge explained 
in Cottages to Community: The Story of  West 
Vancouver’s Neighbourhoods (West Vancouver 
Historical Society, 2011), it “was outside 
the harbour, which meant extensive port 

facilities were out of  the question, and 
the steep, rocky terrain made it difficult 
to attract industry. Residential living as-
sumed priority, and many early residents 
were dreamers and eccentrics looking for 
a place where they could pursue their 
passion.”

Mansbridge’s new book, Dreamers 
and Designers: The Shaping of  West Vancou-
ver, is “a more serious attempt to explore 
some of  the issues that are confronting 
West Vancouver, especially as they relate 
to land – who has it and who wants it,” he 
explains. “Cottages was more anecdotal, 
more of  a traditional local history, look-
ing at stories and personalities that have 
shaped West Vancouver.”

A reader might believe that a book 
such as Cottages came from the pen of  a 

lifelong local, but Mansbridge says that 
he has “never lived on the North Shore, 
although I did work for a number of  
years at the North Vancouver Archives 
and for a brief  time at the West Vancou-
ver Archives. I was actually born in Eng-
land and grew up in Saskatchewan, but 
have lived in the West End since 1991.”

He has a PhD in English from the 
University of  Ottawa and has written two 
books on Irving Layton. “My historical 
interests began with Burrard Dry Dock, 
whose papers had been acquired by the 
North Vancouver Archives,” he recalls. 
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I have some good news and 
some bad news for you.

The bad news is that 
we can’t count. The good 
news is that we are not alone.

I have been spending 
some of  the dolourous win-
ter hours going through old 
VHS documents in prepara-
tion for depositing them at 
the City of  Vancouver Ar-
chives. This was triggered by 
the couple of  banker’s boxes I received a year ago from 
past-president Scott Anderson, and more recently by 
a visit with Patricia, widow of  Robin Brammall – our 
president in 1966–7.

Patricia gave me a box from the ‘60s, including a 
copy of  the program for the “First Annual Dinner” of  
the historical society on June 12, 1965 at Hycroft. We 
reproduced it on page 3 of  last month’s newsletter.

For the past few years we have been on a timeline, 
origin unknown, that has led us to advertise our upcom-
ing luncheon as the “50th anniversary” celebration of  
Incorporation Day. But another document that came 
out of  Scott’s trove, anonymously researched and writ-
ten in 2007, has different information.

As for the “First Annual Dinner” claim of  1965, 
there were actually five dinners between 1937 and 
1941, the first four held at the Hotel Georgia and the 
fifth in the dining room of  Spencer’s Department Store. 
The first four were in March and April, the fifth in Oc-
tober. There were no subsequent dinners for 24 years, 
and the 1965 one, which restarted the tradition, was 
held in June.

The idea of  an event as close as possible to April 
6th restarted in 1966 at the Stanley Park Pavilion and 
moved to different locales over the years. In the mid-80s 
it was a wine and cheese. Finally, in 2003, it settled in 
to the University Golf  Club where it has been held ever 
since as a luncheon.

Therefore, the total number of  celebrations is 
59 to date, including the five original ones, or 54 since 
1965. Even if  you chop out the more casual ones you 
still can’t get to 49, which would have made the upcom-
ing one number 50. Still with me? 

But the good news is that our upcoming luncheon 
on April 7th will actually be our 60th celebration! 
That’s even more of  a reason to attend.

Michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday April 25, 2019
Waterfront Battles and the Squatters who fought them in 

1970s Vancouver
Speaker: Jean Walton, Professor of English, University of Rhode Island

Two settlements on Vancouver’s waterfront fringes in the 1970s: 
Bridgeview, a working-class neighborhood on the south bank of  
the Fraser and the Maplewood Mudflats squatters, a counter-
cultural village of  shacks on stilts on the city’s North Shore. From 
her literary non-fiction book Mudflat Dreaming, Jean positions 
settler society conflicts and ongoing questions about the dubious 
distinction between squatting and “legitimate” land ownership.

March 28, 2019
The Untold Story of Sam Greer’s Battle for Kitsilano

Laura Ishiguro, Department of History, UBC

In September 1891, Samuel Greer either accidentally or intention-
ally shot Deputy Sheriff Tom Armstrong. This was the dramatic cli-
max of  a much longer war between Greer and the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company. Laura will present on the “Battle for Kitsilano”, 
Greer’s life in British Columbia and the underlying history of  land, 
law, corruption, and colonialism in the making of  Vancouver.

Upcoming Speakers
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The Patterson home at Nob Hill, ca.1890. 
Left to right Fred Patterson, Emily and 
Willie Williams. CVA OUT P330 

Please Join Us

“That led to a book on Hollyburn and 
three others on West Vancouver.”  Van-
couver Then and Now depicts through pho-
tographs and text some of  the changes in 
Vancouver.

His collaboration on Cottages with 
the West Vancouver Historical Society’s 
Book Committee documented a rich 
community history, including the “Years 
of  Repression,” as the book put it, of  
the Squamish Nation whose original, 
215-hectare Capilano Reserve became 
bisected by the Lions Gate Bridge and 
chopped up with leases, including South 
Park Royal in 1962, with little input from 
the Squamish themselves.

Not surprisingly, with its south-fac-
ing aspect and pleasant waterfront, West 
Vancouver is a very exclusive address. As 
Mansbridge says: “West Vancouver will 
never, in our lifetimes, be affordable.  I 
would hope it can become a place where 
the wealthy, the Indigenous and other 
folk can engage in community building.”

However, as Laura Anderson of  
the West Vancouver Historical Society 
describes it, the city’s evolution is visible 
even to people gazing across at it from the 
Kitsilano shoreline. “It used to be a green 
canopy. That is gone. Our trees and gar-

dens provided shade and comfort. Now 
we have air conditioning and houses with 
no yards or gardens.”

Realtors’ and developers’ dreams 
are one thing – exclusive large homes 
with fine views unencumbered by un-
necessary trees, luxurious condominium 
towers along the Ambleside and Dunda-
rave waterfront. What is Mansbridge’s?

“I would hope the people and 
politicians would assume control of  their 
community and direct it to a space where 
a broad demographic of  both age and 

economics would make diversity and in-
clusiveness replace wealth and exclusion.  
I’m not confident that would happen.

“What would I like to see?  Why 
not take some of  the tens of  millions of  
dollars being amassed by the municipal-
ity as ‘amenity contributions’ from de-
velopers and build subsidized housing 
for professional artists (including writ-
ers)? Why make wealth the only ticket for 
entry to West Vancouver housing. Isn’t 
an artist as important to our society as a 
multi-millionaire?”

Celebrating the founding of the 
City of Vancouver on April 6, 1886

April 7, 2019 at the University 
Golf  Club

Tickets will be available online soon 
and for sale at the February and March 

lectures by cash or cheque only.

SPEAKER:  
“Intrepid Reporter” George Garrett
Mr. Garrett’s memoir, published by 
Harbour Books, will be available for 

sale at the event, with proceeds from the 
author’s portion of  the sale going to the 

Volunteer Cancer Drivers Society.

$40 members and their guests / $50 
non-members 

Door Prizes | Great Food | Award of  
Merit PresentationGeorge Garrett in 1962 reporting from the North Shore. PHOTO BY ALEX WATERHOUSE-HAYWARD

One aspect of the modern evolution of West Vancouver. PHOTO BY IAN SMITH



On July 2, 1950 Elizabeth Walker, born and raised in Sylvan 
Lake, Alberta, and a recent graduate of  McGill University’s 

Library Science programme, entered the Vancouver Public Library 
(VPL) in the Carnegie Building at Hastings and Main to begin a 
distinguished professional career as a Vancouver public librarian.  
A bus tour of  Montreal had ignited for Elizabeth an interest in lo-
cal history, and in 1953 she joined the Vancouver Historical Soci-
ety (VHS), then a small and struggling organization, to learn more 
about her adopted community.  She would serve as VHS president 
in 1962-63 and in 1986 received the first of  two Historical Society 
Awards of  Merit, this one for exceptional service to the VHS.  

Encouraged by head librarian Edgar Robinson, Elizabeth 
began to acquire rare, unique, and historically valuable books, pe-
riodicals, directories, pamphlets and maps relating to the history of  
British Columbia and the Northwest Coast.  In 1959 these materi-
als were given a separate identity as the North West History Collec-
tion, which Elizabeth would continue to build until she retired in 
1983.  While working at the VPL she was frequently asked about 
the names given to city streets and began to collect information that 
culminated in 1999 in the Vancouver Historical Society publication 

Street Names of  Vancouver, a remarkable compilation of  information 
about “773 current (as of  1996) Vancouver street names and the 
400 that had fallen into disuse.”  “Little did I know what byways my 
research would lead me into or how much I’d learn about surveys 
and other technical aspects of  street naming,” Elizabeth writes in 
the “Introduction.”  

She found that names were derived from various sources.  The 
CPR’s Land Commissioner, Lauchlan A. Hamilton (1852-1944), 
who had laid out the streets in the city’s core, named many for men 
connected with the major property owners, initially the CPR and 
the Vancouver Improvement Company, and named one for him-
self.  Some areas featured themes that aimed to promote land sales.  
These included the names of  trees on CPR lands along the south 
slopes of  False Creek; Scottish names such as Dumphries Street in 
the pre-amalgamation Municipality of  South Vancouver to reflect 
its character as a working class community of  British immigrants; 
major campaigns from the two world wars in the postwar develop-
ment of  Renfrew Heights; and important Canadian golf  courses 
in Champlain Heights to suggest that this suburban community 
featured a park-like setting.  Overall, Street Names tells the story of  
a city that when developed was Anglo-Canadian in character and 
controlled by men.  A few streets bear Spanish, women’s, and First 
Nations names, but not many.  There is but one Chinese street name 
– Sotao Avenue – even though, as Walker points out, “in 1996 over 
24 per cent of  Vancouver’s population was Chinese.”

 Former VHS president Scott Anderson, who succeeded 
Elizabeth Walker as the Society’s representative on Vancouver’s 
Civic Asset Naming Committee, says that Elizabeth’s book is his 
first major research  stop when thinking about street naming con-
siderations.  Her careful notes about dates, District Lot maps, and 
city by-laws offer fascinating insights into the era when areas being 
considered for a new street name were developed.   The book’s “In-
troduction,” he writes, is “the hidden gem of  the book,” offering 
a “deceptively deep history of  naming streets in Vancouver” and 
essentially an overview history of  city development itself.  All in all, 
quite an achievement by a very special member of  the Vancouver 
Historical Society, sixty-five years a member and at 98 years of  age 
still active.  Congratulations, Elizabeth!

Elizabeth Walker: Celebrating 65 Years with VHS!

SUPPORT THE VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

By Bob McDonald

FAR LEFT: Elizabeth 
Walker’s definitive book, 
with maps by Bruce 
Macdonald, published by 
the Vancouver Historical 
Society 20 years ago. 

LEFT: Elizabeth Walker
PHOTO BY BOB MACDONALD.
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