
In the early part of  this year be-
fore COVID-19 took over all 

the headlines, the stock market’s 
dizzying rise had commentators 
wondering when there was going 
to be “a correction” – that mar-
vellous euphemism for “crash.” 
I thought of  1929 and kept re-
membering Irving Berlin’s ode to 
the roaring twenties, “Blue Skies.” 
People in Vancouver would have 
heard it at least by January 1929 
when Al Jolson’s The Jazz Singer played at the Capitol:

“Never saw the sun shining so bright
Never saw things going so right”
`But it is the next line that I’ve been thinking about more 

recently: 
“Noticing the days hurrying by.”
Time has slowed to a crawl since the self-isolation re-

gime began in mid-March. The marks on the calendar that 
were the structure of  my life have disappeared, including the 
one on the 4th Thursday for our monthly lectures. When I 
think about it, my life as a secluded artist/writer/semi-retired 
person shouldn’t have changed all that much, but maybe it’s 
the grey fog of  sameness stretching into the indeterminate fu-
ture, with the added frisson of  a possibly fatal disease, that has 
altered my sense of  time. 

It reminds me of  Samuel Johnson’s definition of  being 
on a boat as being in prison with the possibility of  drowning. 
Sounds at the moment like a cruise ship. This is exactly the 
kind of  meandering, useless thought-association that seems to 
be a by-product of  self-isolation!

* * *
Humans, including the VHS directors, are adaptable 

creatures, and we met by Zoom video-conference early in 
April at our usual time. As you will see elsewhere on this page, 
we are going to experiment with presenting the next couple of  
lectures in a video-conference format. We are fortunate that 
our next speakers, Henry Yu and Lara Campbell, are academ-
ics who have needed to keep contact with their students while 
adapting to social distancing. 

Our May meeting is traditionally our Annual General 
Meeting, followed by a lecture. We will possibly try to hold it 

by video conference, and you may be asked to give your proxy 
to me or someone else in order to help it proceed. 

If  we do this, all the relevant material including financial 
statements will be distributed electronically well in advance.

It seems very unlikely that we will be able to meet again 
at the Museum of  Vancouver before September. However, we 
want to continue with our historical programming while not 
putting any of  our volunteers at risk. Accordingly, this will be 
the last printed and mailed newsletter until at least September. 
However, there will be regular updates provided electronically, 
by email and on our website. The Incorporation Day Lun-
cheon has been postponed until March 28, 2021.

On our membership database, there are 17 out of  the 
235 or so members who have not provided us with an email 
address. If  you are one of  them and would like to be kept 
in the loop, please send a note to our membership secretary 
Mary at membershipvhs@gmail.com. Alternatively, watch for 
updates on www.vancouver-historical-society.ca. We no longer 
maintain a telephone line for enquiries.

Stay well and, as Vera Lynn sang, we’ll meet again in all 
the old familiar places.
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President’s Message

(All members will receive log-on instructions in advance by email)

April 23rd, 7:30 pm. Zoom video-conference
A Seat at the table: History as a Forward-Looking Process. 
Speaker: Henry Yu, History Department, UBC. A discussion prompted 
by the MoV exhibition “A Seat at the Table: Chinese Immigration to BC.” 

May 28th, 7:30 pm. Zoom video-conference
The Women’s Suffrage Movement in Vancouver. 
Speaker: Lara Campbell, Professor and Chair of the Department of 
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s Studies at SFU. 

And, tBA: George Orr’s film The Bridge, on the construction and col-
lapse of the Ironworkers Memorial Second Narrows Bridge in 1958.
And two field trips: in July, the False Creek Flats with Maurice Gui-
bord; in August, Olympic Village with John Atkin. If we are able to run 
these events, members will be informed and receive registration details 
a couple of weeks in advance.

Upcoming Events

Call for Nominations for the Board of Directors
If  you are interested in serving on the board, please sub-
mit a detailed application, including your interests, to  
presidentvhs@gmail.com by May 20, 2020.



• Read Daniel Marshall’s articles on the 
1918 “Spanish flu” in The Orca: type 
“Daniel Marshall The Orca” into a 
search engine and you will find two re-
cent articles, “Lock down the province” 
and “British Columbia and the pandemic 
of  1918.”

• Read our program director John 
Belshaw’s new book, Histories of  Indig-
enous People and Canada, available free 
on line at https://hist3711.pressbooks.
tru.ca; there are download instructions 
under the cover image.

• Think of  care workers, so many of  
whom are Fillipino: watch the Nora An-
geles video from our meeting last Octo-
ber. Search “Vancouver Historical Soci-
ety on YouTube” for the link.

• Follow one of  the excellent online ex-
hibitions from the Vancouver Jewish 
Museum, jewishmuseum.ca, including 
one on the community’s move uptown to 
Oakridge.

• Watch Michael Kluckner’s 2016 lec-
ture to the VHS called “Selling Bread to 
Housewives in the 1920s” on our You-
Tube channel; the advertisements high-
light the “drudgery” of  bread-making; 
today every local store is sold out of  flour.

• Follow your interests in the photo col-
lection of  the City of  Vancouver Ar-
chives. For example, go to searcharchives.
vancouver.ca and in the search box at 
the top of  the page, type in “automo-
biles” (this will probably mostly interest 
men), click on “advance search options,” 
choose “photograph” under General 
Material Designation, and narrow your 
dates down. Between 1910 and 1930, for 
example, there are 693 high-definition 
photographs that can be browsed.

• Take along this map from a century 
ago, one of  the treasures in the City of  
Vancouver Archives digital collection, if  
your self-distancing walks lead you to the 
wide-open spaces of  Spanish Banks at 
low tide. 

• This Shelly’s bakery ad is from March, 
1919, just after the first wave of  “Span-
ish” influenza: “Only once does the hu-
man hand ever touch…” and note the 
glove on the hand.

Pastimes for the pandemic?

 

map aND aDvertisemeNt 
Courtesy of City of 
vaNCouver arChives

Welcome new 
vhs members! 
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