
Vancouver has long been 
regarded as a magnet for 

people engaged in counter-
culture experiments and alter-
native life-styles.

If  you were a resident 
of  Vancouver during the 
early 1970s, chances are that 
you will recall the period as a 
somewhat mystical time when 
experiments of  this kind pro-
liferated. Alternatively, if  you 
have no memory of  Vancou-
ver during that era, you may 
well wonder why it is that there 
is such a strong element of  
starry-eyed other-worldliness 
in the city’s culture even to this 
day. Either way, you will be 
well entertained by Jean Wal-
ton’s presentation at the VHS 
monthly meeting on April 25.

Jean Walton is the author 
of  the book Mudflat Dreaming. 

The book engagingly recounts 
the stories of  two settlements 
on Vancouver’s waterfront 
fringes in the 1970s: the Ma-
plewood Mudflats squatters, 
a counter-cultural village of  
shacks on stilts raised above the 
tides on the city’s North Shore; 
and Bridgeview, a working-
class neighbourhood on the 
south bank of  the Fraser which 
was mired in a decades-long 
battle with Surrey Council for 
basic amenities. 

Be advised, however, 
that Ms Walton’s presenta-
tion is not merely a nostalgic 
indulgence in which you are 
presented with a handful of  
portraits of  Hippie dreamers 
and invited to wander wist-
fully down memory lane. Far 
from it. Ms Walton - who 
grew up in the Lower Main-
land - is now a professor of  
English at the University of  
Rhode Island. So while her 

book is lyrical, her analysis is 
far-reaching and insightful. 
And while she does indeed 
present a number of  por-
traits of  key participants in 
the story, including residents 
of  Maplewood Mudflats and 
Bridgeview, but also luminar-
ies who played a role in the 
unfolding saga such as author 
Malcolm Lowry, filmmaker 
Robert Altman and former 
Surrey Mayor Bill Vander 
Zalm, she also tells her story 
in a way that delves insight-
fully into a number of  issues 
such that continue to bedevil 
our public discourse right up 
to the present day, includ-
ing land use (e.g. uninvited 
settlement) and water man-
agement. She also describes 
related events that reveal how 
these two communities were 
part of  a gathering tide that 
gave rise to the current en-
vironmentalism movement, 

Greenpeace, and the Save the 
Whales Campaign.

A note on the author: 
At the University of  Rhode 
Island, Jean Walton is a Pro-
fessor of  English and teaches 
teaches modernism, film, and 
gender studies. In addition 
to Mudflat Dreaming: Waterfront 
Battles and the Squatters Who 
Fought Them in 1970s Vancou-
ver (New Star Press, 2018), 
she is the author of  Fair Sex, 
Savage Dreams: Race, Psycho-
analysis, Sexual Difference (Duke 
University Press, 2001), and 
a co-author (with Mary Cap-
pello and James Morrison) of  
Buffalo Trace: A Threefold Vibra-
tion (Spuyten Duyvil, 2018). 
When she was a teenager, 
she lived in Surrey where her 
parents owned a motel on the 
King George Highway.
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Carspray shows Bridgeview during the flood of October 1975. 
 stiLL from Some PeoPle Have to Suffer Dir. Christopher pinney. nfB: 1976.

Squatters on the Maplewood Mudflats, captured by Sean Malone, 
director of Livin’ on the Mud. photoGraph By sean maLone 

Mudflat Dreaming in 1970s Vancouver



Better late than never, I would like to introduce Jessica 
Quan, who has been a board member since last May 

and editing this newsletter since the beginning of  the year. 
I asked her to put down a few notes about her background 
and interests, and this is what she said:

“How can I share my bio without reflecting on why 
I’m so interested in history itself ? Being born in West Ger-
many, a 3rd generation Chinese-Japanese Canadian, of  a 
father who grew up in Victoria’s Chinatown and a mother 
whose childhood was spent in the internment camps of  
BC’s interior and Alberta’s sugar beet farms, only scratches 
the surface of  my family histories. It took a year in semi-
rural Japan and two years in London, UK, to reflect and 
return to Vancouver with a renewed interest in the history, 
heritage and personal connections of  this place I call home.

“Through my work at 
Vancouver Heritage Founda-
tion, and from being involved 
with Vancouver Historical So-
ciety and Heritage Vancouver 
Society, as well as many other 
local organizations from choirs 
to flamenco dance, I’m contin-
ually learning. If  you’re bored 
in Vancouver you’ve simply not 
gotten involved – in the local.  
For now, juggling work, life, 
kids is enough – puttering in 
the garden, grabbing a coffee, enjoying the mountain view 
with plum blossoms in bloom – it’s all gravy.”

Jess and her husband Nelson have kids aged five and 
two and a house project (i.e. a huge renovation) underway 
near Fraser Street. She is the Special Projects Manager for 
the Vancouver Heritage Foundation, putting her in charge 
of  the most “historical” of  the VHF’s many activities – the 
Places That Matter program, which has placed plaques and 
created a database with the goal of  celebrating 125 sites and 
histories throughout Vancouver. It is a project that began on 
the City’s 125th birthday in 2011.

Her “juggling” of  all her responsibilities, as she puts 
it, indicates the challenge we have as an organization in at-
tracting younger people as directors. Life is still busy but is 
simpler for older people (like me).

michael Kluckner
presidentvhs@gmail.com
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Thursday, May 23, 2019 
When Labour Mattered: Twenty Years of Turbulence in the 

BC Labour Movement (1960-1980) 
Speaker: Rod Mickleburgh, Journalist

The British Columbia labour movement emerged after WWII as 
a provincial centre of  power and in the 1960s and 1970s directly 
challenged both the province’s Social Credit and New Democratic 
governments for political influence. Labour pushed back fiercely 
against the anti-labour policies of  WAC Bennett’s Social Credit 
government but also fought for influence over the Dave Barrett 
government, which in 1975 legislated the largest back-to-work or-
der in BC’s history. Newspapers hired labour specialists to report 
on and interpret the discord. This talk presents a first person per-
spective on twenty years of  labour turbulence in BC history.

Thursday, September 26, 2019 
Surrey: A City of Stories 

Speaker: K. Jane Watt, President of the BC Historical Federation

Join us for a behind-the-scenes glimpse at the creation of  Surrey: 
A City of  Stories, the first Surrey history book of  its kind. It is an 
inviting visual record of  Surrey’s early years and its growth into the 
modern city of  today.  It showcases archival photos, maps, docu-
ments and artifacts from Surrey’s archives and museum collections, 
and features the reminiscences of  Surrey citizens.  A richly-tex-
tured experience, this book speaks to people new to the history of  
this place as well as those with deep roots in the community.

upcoming speakers

Jessica Quan

Ben van der Woerd & Patti Lowery

The VHS invites everyone to attend our monthly talks. Admission for non-
members is by donation. Talks are held at the Museum of Vancouver, 
1100 Chestnut Street (in Vanier Park) at 7:30 p.m. on the fourth Thurs-
day of every month except June, July, August and December.



air force.  He returned to Vancouver and 
established the first flying service on the 
west coast in 1924.  He was later assigned 
to select a site for an air base, and chose 
Jericho Beach. He was also instrumen-
tal in the planning for, and opening of, 
Vancouver’s first airport on Sea Island, 
and was selected as the first executive of  
Trans-Canada Airlines (1937), and estab-
lished the Air Cadets while stationed in 
Winnipeg (1941).  

Sentaro and Shizuko Uchida (née 
Takano) (res. 1919-1942):  Sentaro Uchi-
da was a successful merchant with two 
stores on Powell Street beginning in 1906.  
A prominent member of  the Japanese-
Canadian community, he served as direc-
tor of  the Japanese Language School and 
as President of  the Canadian Japanese 
Association.  His family’s move to this 
house illustrates the success of  his busi-
ness.  One of  his four daughters, Irene 
(Ayako) Uchida, attended UBC and was 
an editor of  the New Canadian newspaper.  
In 1942, the Uchida family was forcibly 
removed from the west coast as part of  
the internment of  Japanese-Canadian 
families and disposal of  their property.  
Following this hardship, Irene Uchida 
continued at the University of  Toronto 

in the late 1940s.  Upon completing her 
PhD, she rose to national fame in the 
medical community as Director of  the 
Department of  Medical Genetics at the 
Children’s Hospital in Winnipeg, where 
she became the first scientist to link radia-
tion exposure in women throughout their 
lives to Down syndrome in their children. 

Following the sale of  the house 
by the Federal Government in 1943, it 
was rented until 1958 when it was con-

verted to a private care facility known 
as the Eventide Rest Home.  This oper-
ated until 1979, housing elderly people 
in the upstairs bedrooms.  As a result, 
the second floor porch was widened to 
take advantage of  expansive views of  the 
mountains and harbour.  This exempli-
fies the post-war use of  many large hous-
es in single-family neighbourhoods in the 
city, converted to institutional facilities or 
multiple family uses.

field trip to the Vancouver police museum

Photo of front of house sometime in 2017. photo By huGh mCLean
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WHEN: Saturday, May 4th, 2019 
@11:00 am

WHERE: Vancouver Police Mu-
seum 240 E Cordova St, Vancou-
ver. Meet by the front desk at the 
top of  the stairs to check in.

tours are free for vHS members, $10 
for non-members, payable at the start. 
Strictly limited to 20 people. first 
come, first served. Please pre-regis-
ter before the tour date by emailing  
fieldtripsvhs@gmail.com or leaving a 
message with your name, phone number 
and/or email address at the vHS Infor-
mation Line 604-827-3622. Please note 
that the Museum doesn’t have an eleva-
tor and is not wheelchair accessible.

North America’s oldest police muse-
um, the Vancouver Police Museum 

is housed in the original Coroner’s Court, 
city morgue and autopsy facility. With over 
20,000 rare photographs, documents, and 
crime-related artefacts such as confiscated 
weapons and counterfeit currency, the mu-

seum also explores the history of  the VPD 
Traffic Section, the oldest policing unit in 
the VPD. Learn about the history of  Van-
couver’s policing, criminal activities and 
city riots. The tour also looks at the historic 
morgue and autopsy facilities, which were 
located in the building until 1980.

photo Courtesy of VanCouVer poLiCe museum



The 1911 Craftsman style house at 
2798 Yale Street, the fi rst house built 

on Yale street in Vancouver, is an unusual 
Foursquare house with a low pitched roof, 
but of  even more interest is its historical 
association with the fi rst two owners, the 
MacLaren and Uchida families. 

As the fi rst house built on Yale 
Street in Vancouver, the MacLaren-
Uchida House is one of  a small number 
of  early prominent houses in the neigh-
bourhood, illustrative of  the pre-war op-
timism of  local owners at that time. The 
MacLaren-Uchida House is valued for its 
association with the early development of  
Hastings Townsite at the time of  its amal-
gamation with the City of  Vancouver. 
The earliest development of  Hastings 
Townsite began in 1906 with the initial 
subdivision and public sale of  the most 
northerly section and continued through 

to 1911 when the Townsite was amal-
gamated with the City of  Vancouver.  

Robert and Jenny MacLaren (res. 
1911-1919): Robert MacLaren and fam-
ily relocated to Vancouver in 1911 after 
Robert’s success in Calgary as an early 
real estate investor and developer, and 
work in the oil and gas fi elds as a geolo-
gist.  His early wealth is illustrated by 
such a large house, along with fi nancing 
and early ownership of  the York Theatre 
on Commercial Drive in 1913. Their son 
Donald MacLaren enrolled at McGill 
University in Montreal in 1912, but re-
turned a year later and remained in Van-
couver.  By 1917 he enlisted in the Royal 
Air Force.  Between March and October 
1918, he downed 48 aircraft and six bal-
loons, ranking third among Canadian 
pilots (after Billy Bishop and Raymond 
Collishaw) and was awarded the Military 
Cross, D.F.C., D.S.O., French Legion of  
Honour, Croix de Guerre.  In 1919, he 
was selected to establish the Royal Ca-

nadian Air Force, and had Allied aircraft 
turned over to the Canadian govern-
ment to form the nucleus of  a national 

the macLaren-uchida house 

SUPPORt tHe VHS: Join online today at www.vancouver-historical-society.ca 

Ayako Uchida c.1960s   from the heaLth 
sCienCes arChiVes at mCmaster uniVersity

Donald MacLaren at Vancouver Airport, 1937 – Inaugural Flight   coV arcHiVES - MaJor MattHEWS collEctioN

By hugh mcLean 
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